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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Spring  Issue  -  1996 


We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  and  entertaining 
reading.  However,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the  “ best 
bargain  in  numismatics.  ”  Please  submit  your  articles  today;  we  need  your  involvement  to  make  this 
publication  ours  in  every  sense  of  the  word! 
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COVER  PHOTO:  "The  Booker  T.  Washington  Half  Dollars"  article  by  Anthony  Swiatek  is  featured 
in  this  edition  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  Anthony  has  again  given  us  an  in-depth  analysis  of  a 
commemorative  issue,  whose  rarity  in  loftier  grades  is  undervalued.  He  also  presents  a  detailed  account 
of  the  varied  documentation  accompanying  BTWs,  which  will  show  members  why  specimens  are  toned 
the  way  they  are.  Also  of  interest  to  readers  will  be  the  current  status  and  future  potential  of  the  half 
dollars  and  the  census  of  NGC  prooflike  coins.  Our  Society  is  fortunate  to  have  Anthony,  a  former 
president  of  the  SUSCC,  as  he  not  only  generously  contributes  to  our  journal  on  a  regular  basis  but  is 
a  lecturer  at  our  meetings  on  numerous  occasions. 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


The  Society  will  hold  its  regular  meeting 
at  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  105th 
Anniversary  Convention  in  Denver,  Colorado.  At 
9  a.m.  on  August  17th,  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA) 
will  conduct  his  slide  program,  “Name  That 
Commem.”  Anyone  who  has  seen  this  program 
will  attest  to  the  fun  it  generates  for  the  audience. 
I  highly  recommend  to  all  who  will  be  at  the 
convention  to  mark  their  schedules  as  soon  as 
they  arrive  to  allocate  time  for  our  meeting.  Bill 
has  the  exceptional  ability  to  make  learning 
enjoyable,  and  it  would  be  to  everyone’s  benefit 
to  attend  this  meeting.  Please  check  the 
convention  program  for  room  location. 


SOCIETY  MEETINGS 


*  *  * 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  are  always  pleased  to  hear  from  our  members. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Steven  M.  Bieda  (R-2205,  MI): 

Dear  Ms.  Carmody: 

As  a  member  of  the  SUSCC  and  a  designer  of  a  recent  commemorative  coin,  I  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  you  for  all  the  work  you  have  put  into  the  organization.  Too  often  members  of 
clubs  take  for  granted  the  dedication  and  hard  work  that  goes  into  keeping  a  club  interesting  and  vibrant. 

I  understand  you  collect  commemorative-related  paperwork,  documents,  etc.,  relating  to  the  older,  classic 
series  of  commemoratives.  This  is  an  area  of  interest  for  me  as  well,  and  it  served  as  an  inspiration  for 
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the  enclosed  flyers  that  I  prepared  for  distribution 
during  presentations  made  to  various  coin  clubs, 
school  classes  and  miscellaneous  civic  groups. 

The  flyers  deal  with  the  design  elements  of  the 
reverse  of  the  1992  Olympic  half  dollar,  which  I 
designed.  I  estimate  I  have  given  away  about  300 
of  the  pamphlets.  The  first  version,  which 
contains  ordering  information,  was  used  until 
April  1993,  when  the  ordering  period  for  the 
1992  Olympic  coins  ended.  The  second  version 
has  been  used  since  that  time.  Both  versions  were 
printed  in  white,  tan,  green  and  gray.  Many  were 
probably  pitched  after  each  presentation,  but  I 
know  many  collectors  save  them  and,  in  fact, 
asked  that  I  autograph  them.  I  thought  either  you  or  someone  you  know  might  be  interested  in  the  copies 
I  have  enclosed.  For  my  part  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  recount  my  experience  in 
designing  the  coin  with  my  fellow  numismatists  as  well  as  with  other  groups  of  interested  people.  One 
of  these  days  I'll  have  to  prepare  an  article  on  the  subject  for  consideration  in  The  Trail.  Until  then, 
thank  you  for  all  your  wonderful  contributions  to  the  hobby. 


(Editor’s  Note:  What  a  delightful  surprise !  These  will  be  wonderful  additions  to  my  collection. 
I  have  only  one  piece  of  modern  commemorative  documentation,  that  being  an  insert  for  the  1982  George 
Washington  half  dollar  autographed  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  Thank  you  yen'  much.  I  certainly  hope  you  find 
time  to  prepare  an  article  for  our  journal,  and  I  will  include  reproductions  of  the  flyers  to  accompany 
it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  1  am  writing  to  you  prior  to  this  issue  ’s  being  finalized  and  sent  to  the 
printer,  I  hope  it  arrives  in  time  to  be  included.  The  history  for  issuing  commems,  reflections  of  their 
designers,  and  commemorative-related  documentation— I  find  all  of  these  areas  pertaining  to  our  favorite 
series  of  coins  to  be  fascinating.  I  know  our  members  would  enjoy— and  benefit  from— your  account. 
I  appreciate  your  support  of  the  Society  and  your  very  kind  acknowledgment  of  my  efforts  on  our  club ’s 
behalf.  At  the  February j  Long  Beach  Expo,  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA)  presented  his  program,  “ Name  That 
Commemi”  When  he  asked  attendees  to  identify  specific  issues  from  extreme  close-ups,  it  was  quite 
obvious  why  Bill  assembled  “NTC!”  We  really  don't  look  at  our  coins  closely  enough.  Viewing  these 
flyers  and  any  other  photos  you  may  have  would  be  a  perfect  opportunity > to  do  so. ) 


Next  is  a  letter  from  David  W.  Lange  (R-1779,  NJ),  commenting  on  Steve  Devlin's  writing, 
Stan  Turrini’s  Iowa  articles,  and  our  journal: 


Dear  Helen: 


I  just  finished  reading  The  Commemorative  Trail  and  wanted  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  enjoyed 
it.  Too  often  the  events  and  individuals  being  honored  on  our  commemorative  coins  are  overlooked  in 
favor  of  the  coins  themselves.  While  I  find  both  aspects  fascinating,  Steve  Devlin  is  rekindling  interest 
in  the  historical  foundation  behind  commemoratives.  Not  since  Arlie  Slabaugh's  largely-forgotten  book 
(1962  and  1975  editions)  has  so  much  information  been  published  about  the  themes  being  honored.  I'm 
also  enjoying  Stan  Turrini’s  series  on  the  Iowa  half  in  this— my  second— reading  of  it.  I  know  Stan  is 
continuing  to  dig  up  new  material.  Perhaps  with  encouragement  from  you  and  readers  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail ,  he  can  be  induced  to  extend  the  series  for  our  benefit.  On  a  final  note,  let  me  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  your  hard  work  in  keeping  our  journal  going.  I  know  from  firsthand 
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experience  what  an  exasperating  task  it  can  he  to  coordinate  and  assemble  a  nonprofit  publication.  Most 
members  would  like  to  do  more  for  the  Society,  I’m  sure,  but  it  inevitably  comes  down  to  just  a  handful 
of  folks  doing  all  the  work.  We  truly  do  appreciate  the  time  that’s  required  to  issue  this  quality 
publication. 

(Editor's  Reply:  Dave,  thank  you  for  your  letter  and  for  your  account  of  your  first 
commemorative  coin,  which  may  be  found  on  page  13  in  this  issue.  I  know  other  members  share  your 
appreciation  of  Steve  Devlin 's  marvelous  research  and  writing  on  the  historical  significance  of  the 
commemorative s  he  has  thus  far  covered.  As  for  the  Iowa  series,  I  have  included  two  more  installments 
in  this  issue  and  have  four  more  awaiting  publication.  I  am  also  hoping  to  see  more  of  Stan ’s  in-depth 
articles  on  the  Iowa ;  it  has  to  be  the  most  researched  commemorative  in  history’!  As  always,  1  appreciate 
your  kind  words  regarding  my  efforts  with  respect  to  our  journal .) 

Finally,  a  letter  from  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH),  graciously  commenting  on  the  last  issue 
of  our  journal,  which,  more  than  I  can  say,  gives  me  encouragement  to  continue  my  efforts  as  editor: 

Dear  Helen: 

When  I  came  back  from  spending  the  best  part  of  a  week  in  Baltimore,  I  found  the  latest  issue 
of  The  Commemorative  Trail  on  hand.  This  is  one  of  the  most  diverse,  information-packed  issues  in 
recent  times,  and  I  stopped  opening  my  mail  and  spent  45  minutes  skimming  through  it!  (To  have  done 
it  justice  would  have  required  several  hours,  which  pleasure  I  have  postponed  until  I  catch  up  with 
everything.)  All  the  best. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  I’d  like  to  say  how  pleased  I  am  to  receive  all  your  letters.  Opening  them 
certainly  brightens  my  day’s.  If  anyone  else  compiles  a  journal  or  bulletin  for  a  club,  then  he  or  she 
knows  how  invaluable  any  communication  can  be  from  members.  I  try  my  best  to  answer  each  one 
personally  but  at  times  have  had  to  use  these  pages  to  reply  to  inquiries  or  the  many  kind  compliments 
received.  THANK  YOU!) 


*  *  * 

DOCUMENTATION  COLLECTORS,  PLEASE  TAKE  NOTE! 


Two  upcoming  auctions  contain  numbered  modern  commemoratives  with  accompanying 
documentation. 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  in  its  Herbert  D.  Spencer  Collection  (June  24-25,  1996, 
New  York  City),  will  offer  the  sixth  1986-W  Statue  of  Liberty  $5  gold  commemorative  struck  by  former 
Mint  Director  Donna  Pope  and  accompanying  documentation  testifying  to  its  authenticity. 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions,  Inc.,  in  its  ANA  105th  Anniversary  Convention  auction 
(August  14-17,  1996,  Denver,  Colorado),  will  offer  the  26th  1988  Olympic  dollar  struck  by  former 
Society  President  and  Treasurer  Donald  L.  Carmody,  deceased,  and  accompanying  documentation 
testifying  to  its  authenticity.  Don’s  collection  of  ANA  convention  medals  will  also  be  included  in  the 
auction. 
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THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 

by  Charles  D.  Homing  (R-0332,  KY) 

Editorial:  A  Plea  for  Imagination 

One  man’s  artistic  success  is  another’s  pedestrian 
disappointment.  Both  the  Commission  on  Fine  Arts  and 
Mint  Director  Philip  Diehl  are,  I  am  certain,  exerting  their 
best  efforts  on  behalf  of  our  commemorative  and 
circulating  coinage.  Unfortunately,  they  continue  to  fall 
far  short  of  the  collecting  community’s  expectations. 

Anticipating  unexciting  designs  has  become 
commonplace.  However,  the  tide  may  be  turning  in  our 
favor.  The  public  outcry  has  not  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 
Changes  are  in  the  works  that  will  benefit  all  of  us. 

While  we  wait  for  the  momentous  changes  to  occur  (hopefully,  before  the  coming  of  the 
millennium),  let  us  use  our  imaginations  to  create  a  renewed  enthusiasm  for  collecting  classic  U.  S. 
commemorative  coinage. 

For  example,  Frank  DuVall,  Anthony  Swiatek,  and  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton  (The 
Cherrypicker’s  Guide )  have  all  described  rare  die  varieties  for  commems.  Among  the  commems  listed 
with  die  varieties  worth  noting  (and  collecting)  are: 

A)  Lafayette  Dollar 

B)  Columbian  Expo  (1892  and  1893) 

C)  Pilgrim 

D)  Stone  Mountain 

Certainly,  other  die  variations  are  possible  and  not  yet  discovered;  use  your  imagination! 

Many  of  you  belong  to  local  coin  clubs.  If  your  club  is  like  ours,  it  is  always  searching  for 
speakers.  Use  your  imagination,  research  a  topic  on  commems,  and  present  a  quality  program  to  your 
peers. 


Perhaps  you  are  among  many  of  our  members  who  purchase  their  commems  only  through  a  local 
dealer  or  by  mail.  Gather  your  courage,  use  your  imagination,  and  make  the  trek  to  a  large  regional  or 
national  coin  show.  There  is  a  new  world  awaiting  you  there.  At  the  largest  shows,  every  commem  is 
available  in  virtually  every  grade.  In  general,  the  dealers  are  friendly,  knowledgeable,  and  supportive. 
The  atmosphere  is  relaxed,  and  the  prices  may  well  be  considerably  lower  than  purchasing  at  the  “retail" 
level.  Bargains  are  available,  and  prices  are  often  negotiable.  Remember,  however,  a  wonderful,  eye- 
appealing,  all-there  coin  is  never  cheap.  Perhaps  the  most  valuable  aspect  of  attending  a  large  coin  show 
is  the  opportunity  to  gain  insight  by  comparison  shopping  (what  does  an  MS-65  Maine  really  look  like?). 

A  proviso:  Collectors  without  knowledge  oftentimes  build  collections  without  quality. 
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We  live  in  an  age  where  the  world  is  literally  at  our  fingertips.  (Imagine  yourself  in  a  chat  room 
on  the  Internet.) 

We  are  truly  limited  only  by  our  imaginations.  Use  yours  to  promote  your  hobby  and  to  enhance 
your  collection. 

Yours  for  enlightened  collecting, 

Charlie 


*  *  * 


And  now  our  vice  president’s  column  for  this  issue  of  our  journal... 


THE  VICE  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 


by  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA) 


Thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  be  of  service. 
As  I  look  back  with  gratitude  on  these  two  years  as  the  Society’s 
vice  president,  that  really  about  says  it  all.  Serving  you  as  an 
officer  has  helped  me  to  grow  not  only  numismatically  but  on  an 
even  deeper,  personal  level.  I  like  to  think  I  made  a  positive 
contribution  to  the  Society’s  well-being. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  will  be  unable  to  continue  as  an  officer 
of  the  Society  past  the  current  term.  The  twists  and  turns  of  my 
personal  journey  require  my  time  and  energies,  for  now,  be 
pointed  in  other  directions.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  offer  my  services 
again  when  time  permits. 


The  Society  for  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins  continues  to 
be  very  important  to  me,  not  only  as  an  organization  of  outstanding  people  but  as  an  ideal.  I  sincerely 
believe  in  the  world  of  numismatics  our  Society  has  few  peers.  I  look  forward  to  many  more  years  of 
membership  and  to  seeing  my  many  Society  friends  at  our  Long  Beach  Coin  and  Collectibles  Expo 
meetings. 


*  *  * 


PLEASE  NOTE:  In  place  of  his  usual  column,  Les  Watson,  our  communications  chairperson, 
asked  me  only  to  remind  you  numerous  videotapes  are  available  for  members  to  borrow  for  simply  the 
cost  of  round-trip  postage.  He  also  anticipates  finalizing  an  up-to-date  recap  of  all  of  our  journals  since 
the  formation  of  the  Society— listing  the  major  articles  contained  therein— for  inclusion  in  the  next  Trail. 
It  is  his  hope  members  will  then  be  able  to  complete  their  sets  for  inclusion  in  their  numismatic  libraries. 
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I  am  very  much  pleased  to  include  the  following  article  in  this  journal.  It  gives  us  facts  with 
respect  to  a  fascinating  tie-in  to  our  favorite  series  of  coins.  As  members  are  approaching  completion 
of  their  commemorative  coin  collections ,  more  and  more  of  them  are  expressing  an  interest  in 
commemorative-related  materials. 


COUNTERSTAMPED  STONE  MOUNTAIN 
CHILDREN’S  FOUNDERS  ROLL  MEDAL 

by  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA) 


Most  of  us  know  about  the  various  counterstamped  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars,  those  numbered 
pieces  from  many  states  such  as  Georgia,  Alabama,  Oklahoma,  North  and  South  Carolina,  etc.,  covered 
in  the  August  1987  article  by  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr.,  in  The  Numismatist.  At  that  time  140  were 
documented,  and  in  the  intervening  ten  years  many  more  have  been  added  to  the  list. 

However,  not  so  well  known  are  counterstamps  from  various  states  on  the  Stone  Mountain 
Children’s  Founders  Roll  Medal,  a  brass  32mm  medal  designed  by  Whitehead  &  Hoag,  memorializing 
men  and  women  who  served  the  Confederacy.  They  were  struck  in  two  shapes,  one  octagonal  and  the 
other  (more  common)  round.  Each  had  a  ribbon  hole  at  the  top,  bore  the  likeness  of  what  was  to  appear 
in  the  carving  on  the  mountain  on  the  obverse,  and  a  scene  depicting  the  entrance  to  Stone  Mountain’s 
Memorial  Hall  on  the  reverse. 


Obverse  and  Reverse  of  Children’s  Founders  Roll  Medal 
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I  was  fortunate  to  acquire  one  of  these  counterstamped  medals  recently,  and  never  having  heard 
about  them,  1  sought  information  from  Adna  on  the  subject.  As  usual,  his  reply  was  very  informative, 
enlightening,  and  complete.  He  said: 

“To  the  medal  of  your  question— I  am  aware  of  the  ones  counterstamped  ‘GA.  1927,’ 
and  I  agree  the  type  is  correct  to  have  been  counterstamped  by  the  Stone  Mountain 
Confederate  Monumental  Association.  As  with  the  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars,  I  have 
found  no  official  records  of  this  counterstamping. 

“The  round  medals  were  issued  with  a  small  card  (124mm  x  74mm),  in  which  the  medal 
would  be  inserted  (see  Xerox  copy  below).  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  known  (by  me) 
counterstamps.” 


■  5  m 


f  ^  ■  ChMren’s  Foimders  Roll  Medal-  -v'T*/  \  f: 

THE  STONE  MOUNTAIN  CONFEDERATE  MEMORIAL 

i  £  ■  •.  ;  '  ■  .-.V  •'  ■)  .  •:  "St-  -,  K..  i  ..  ••  i', 

*  '  :  K  Atlanta,  .  Georgia  ^ 

pi  t<  >.:'S  <■:  &  '■ 

yf; . Issued  by 
THE  STONE  MOUNTAIN  CONFEDERATE 
MONUMENTAL  ASSOCIATION 
510  Hurt  Building  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Vj  • 

v  i 


PATINT1D  -  J.  N.  SPies  MFP..  WATIPTOWN.  H.  Y. 


The  list  attached  was  very  short,  with  three  “GA.  1927”  (including  mine)  and  one  each  (with  the 
same  1927  date)  from  Alabama,  Virginia,  and  Mississippi.  Two  medals  are  also  known  with  “U.C.V.” 
1927”  engraved  (not  counterstamped)  on  them,  most  probably  done  by  the  “United  Confederate 
Veterans.”  All  of  the  above  were  on  round  medals. 

A  further  explanation  as  to  just  what  the  medal  represented  is  herewith  included  to  complete  the 

article. 


My  sincere  thanks  to  Adna  for  his  outstanding  help  in  providing  information  on  this  very 
interesting  counterstamped  medal. 

(Editor’s  Note:  On  the  following  two  pages  are  close-ups  of  the  counterstamping  and  the 
documents  to  which  Bill  refers.) 
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The  Stone  Mountain 
Confederate  Memorial 


HROIGH  The  Children’s  Founders  R..JI  of  The  j 
Slone  Mountain  Confederate  Memorial,  the  name  I  j 
of  every  nian  and  woman  who  served  The  South  | 
cm  Confederacy  can  he  memorialized.  At  the 
same  time  the  name*  of  the  children  thcraselve9  mar  be 
perpetuated  among  the  builders  of  the  world**  greatest  | 
memorial. 

The  Children's  Founders  Roll  is  for  white  bo\s  and 
girls  of  all  ages  through  the  eighteenth  year  who  wish 
to  contribute  one  dollar  to  the  Memorial.  In  token  of 
this  contribution,  each  name  will  be  enrolled  in  a  great 
BOOK  OF  MEMORY  and  opposite  each  name  will  be 
recorded  that  of  the  Confederate  man  or  woman  chosen  , 
by  each  child  for  metnorialization. 

To  each  child  ihu*  enrolled  will  be  a’rven  a  »raall  i 
bronze  medad  ihowring  membership  in  The  Children  * 
Founders  Roll.  This  medal  will  show,  on  one  side,  the 
6g\ires  of  Lee,  Jackson  and  Davis,  and  on  the  reverse  I 
side  will  be  the  words,  “Commemorating  the  heroism 
of  the  people  of  the  Confederacy.**  This  medal  will  he 
a  priceleaa  possession  in  the  later  years  and  every 
Southern  child  should  have  one.  The  fare  of  the  medal 
ia  reproduced  above. 

The  BOOK  OF  MEMORY,  in  which  these  names  will 
be  recorded,  will  be  the  world  *  Largest  book.  It  will  be 
made  of  the  most  enduring  parchment  and  will  be  bound 
between  bronze  cover*  of  beautiful  design.  It  will  oc¬ 
cupy  the  place  of  honor  in  Memorial  Hall  on  a  great 
bronze  aland  equally  aa  beautiful  a*  the  BOOK  OF 
MEMORY  itaelf. 


Application  Blank,  Children’s  Founders  Roll 

Child’s  Name.  ..  ....  4 ... . j  % . . 

Parents  or  Guardian . ... .  . s 

Street - J . . ^ - - •- . ™ -  City  ...j^PW  . .  Stale 

In  memory  of.. . A/  . . . . 

Rank  and  service  record _ '?%' ...Pis 

-tAi*.  ft Wsr.vL^u^  dLA\r\'t£- 

What  km,  if  any? _ f- . . . 

Each  Child's  Donation  V>At  be  in  Memort/o r  Some  Per-  J  The  Association  will  not  ie  responsible  for  currency  sent 

son  Who  Rendered  Actual  Service  to  the  Coneederact.  through  the  mails.  I'tease  send  money  order  or  check 

Send  la  the 

Children’s  Founders  Hon. 

THE  STONE  MOUNTAIN  CONFEDERATE  MEMORIAL 

TEAR  orr  THIS  BLANK  BEFORE  SENDINC  IT  IN.  222  Grant  Building,  Atlanta.  Ga.  USE  separate  blank  for  each  name  sent  in 
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The  BOOK  OF  MEMORY  will  be  the  greatest  vol¬ 
ume  that  the  world  has  ever  known,  not  only  lx  cause, 
in  actual  size,  it  will  be  the  largest  volume  ever  made, 
but  because  it  will  inclose  the  sentiment  of  a  people's 
heart  carried  down  to  generation  after  generation.  It 
will  be  the  beautiful  symbol  of  the  love  of  little  chil¬ 
dren  for  the  men  who  wore  the  gray-  It  will  perpetuate 
their  memory  from  age  unto  age.  It  will  be  the  link 
that  bind*  the  heroes  of  the  past  to  the  children  of 
today — to  the  hero  worshipping  children  of  all  ages  and 
all  nations. 


And  tli ink  of  this.  Those  enrolled  in  that  gr.at  book 
will  have  achieved  the  miracle  of  eternal  youth — at  least 
wuliin  its  pages.  Always  it  will  be  the  childrens  book 
and  those  whose  names  appear  therein  wlII  be  dowered 
with  Peter  Pan's  immortal  gift  of  childhood.  Later, 
when  Age  has  greyed  their  h.'ir  and  dimmed  their  eyes, 
they  will  come  Lack  across  Life's  bitter  years  to  find 
themselves  children  again  in  the  BOOK  OF  MEMORY. 

For  each  one  dollar  contributed  a  child  can  enroll  the 
name  of  one  Confederate  solditr,  or  any  man  or  worn  n 
who  rendered  actual  service  of  ary  kind  to  the  Confed¬ 
eracy.  This  would  include  the  women  of  the  sixties 
who  supported  the  Confederacy  at  home  while  the  men 
were  at  the  front. 


Onl)  one  child  s  name  and  one  Confederate  name 
should  be  written  on  each  blank. 

One  child  may  enroll  as  many  Confederate  names  as 
he  likes  provided  one  dollar  is  sent  in  for  each  name 
to  be  memorialized;  but,  in  such  a  case,  SEPARATE 

blanks  should  be  used,  repeating  the  child's  name  each 
time. 


Two  or  more  children  can  memorialize  the  same  Con- 
federate  ancestor.  Separate  blank*  must  be  used  in  this 
case  likewise,  repeating  the  Confederate  name. 

Contributions  will  be  received  in  the  name*  of  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  dead,  provided  a  Confederate  name  is  sent 
in  with  each  child’s  name. 

Application  blanks  will  be  furnished  to  all  persons 
who  desire  to  enroll  children,  though  names  may  be  sent 
in  through  the  mails  without  the  application  blank*. 

Later  each  child  will  receive  a  certificate  showing  the 
number  of  the  page  and  the  line  on  which  his  name  ap¬ 
pears,  but  this  will  not  be  issued  until  the  names  are 
actually  inscribed  in  the  big  volume  that  will  go  into 
Memorial  HaJL 

Merlhls  will  he  sent  to  the  child  whose  name  is  on  the 
application  blank  unles*  written  request  t«  send  it  el*e- 
where  appears  on  the  blank  itself. 


To  each  living  veteran  and  woman  of  the  sixties,  the 
Association  will  send  t  formal  certificate  showing  that 
hi*  or  her  name  has  been  Bated  for  the  BOOK  OF 
MEMORY,  if  notation  is  made  on  application  blank  to 
show  they  are  yet  living.  Give  full  address  in  each  case. 

At  least  a  million  names  should  be  enrolled  in  the 
BOOK  OF  MEMORY.  This  would  mean  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  toward*  the  cost  of  carving  the  Memorial — a  great 
gift  from  the  children  of  the  South — but  the  value  in 
money  of  the  Children’s  Founders  Roll  is  secondary  to 
the  *entimenl  that  lifts  it  into  greatness. 

The  linking  of  a  million  children’*  names  wiih  this 
Memorial  means  more  than  the  gift  of  money.  It  car¬ 
ries  a  meaning  deeper  than  Love’s  remembrance  even. 

The  men  of  the  sixties  fought  for  the  generation  of 
the  future.  They  surrendered  and  went  back  to  the 
burned  fields  and  the  sorrowful  cities  that  they  miitht 
rebuild  the  South  for  the  children  who  would  follow 
them.  For  this  reason  the  idea  of  The  Children’s 
Founders  Roll  is  particularly  beautiful  and  significant. 

Bitterness  yields  to  time  ar.d  the  brotherhood  of  a 
people  unites  the  nation  today  but  the  South  cannot 
forget  those  who  died  upon  the  field  of  Honor  nor  those, 
living  in  the  glory  of  self-sacrifice,  who  turned  the 
darkness  of  Defeat  into  the  light  of  Fame. 

The  years  may  strip  the  generations  to  come  of  any 
wealth  that  you  can  give  to  them  but  nothing  can  take 
away  from  them  their  pride  of  race  if  you  record  for 
them  the  valor  of  their  fathers. 

Theirs  are  the  memories  of  greatness,  theirs  the  heri¬ 
tage  of  high  things. 

Give  them  their  place  in  thi*  Memorial  which  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  love  and  faith  of  a  people  whose  very  civili¬ 
zation  is  grounded  upon  the  sacrifices  of  those  who  died 
rather  than  "barter  their  manhood  for  peace.” 

Pass  on  your  heritage  of  memories. 

Every  child  s  name  should  be  enrolled. 


A pplications  jor  membership  should  be  sent  to — 

The  Children’s  Foundeks  Roll 
STONE  MOUNTAIN  CONFEDERATE 
MONUMENTAL  ASSOCIATION 
222  Grant  Baitdwg,  Atlanta,  Go. 
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coins. 


/  always  find  fascinating  when  and  how  our  members  first  became  interested  in  commemorative 
The  following  is  from  a  transplanted  Californian,  who  now  resides  in  the  Garden  State. 


I’d  like  to  relate  an  episode  from  my  early  days  of  collecting  that  pertains  to  commemoratives. 


The  first  commem  I  ever  owned  was  given  to  me  by  my  paternal  grandmother  shortly  after  my 
grandfather's  passing.  She  found  it  among  his  personal  effects,  after  having  lost  track  of  it  for  some 
years.  The  coin  was  a  1946  Philadelphia  Mint  Booker  T.  Washington  half.  Although  technically  mint 
state,  it  had  obviously  been  cleaned  with  silver  polish  on  at  least  one  occasion,  so  it  would  be  valued  as 
about  uncirculated.  The  recessed  areas  of  the  design  were  quite  blackened  from  tarnish,  as  the  scrubbing 
couldn't  reach  them.  I  really  wasn’t  sure  what  this  coin  was,  but  I  could  see  it  said  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA.  Several  weeks  would  pass  before  I  finally  found  it  in  my  beat-up  “Red  Book.”  Not  an 
important  or  valuable  coin,  but  one  which  served  to  fire  the  imagination  of  a  nine-year-old. 

That  afternoon  I  called  my  grandmother  and  asked  her  the  story  of  how  she  came  to  have  this 
coin,  something  I  had  never  thought  to  do  sooner.  She  told  me  it  had  been  given  to  my  grandfather  by 
his  fellow  San  Francisco  longshoreman  and  lifelong  friend,  Kurt.  The  two  were  shipmates  for  years 
before  settling  down  to  marry  and  take  waterfront  jobs  that  would  let  them  come  home  each  night.  My 
grandfather  and  Kurt  went  through  a  lot  together,  being  interned  as  enemy  aliens  during  World  War  I 
and  surviving  the  fierce  and  violent  strike  of  1934,  which  ultimately  shut  down  the  entire  Pacific  Coast. 
During  World  War  II,  the  longshoremen’s  union  began  admitting  black  men  for  the  first  time,  and  it  was 
from  one  of  these  co-workers  that  Kurt  had  bought  the  Booker  T,  Washington  half. 


My  grandmother  doesn’t  remember  the  exact  purpose  for  which  these  coins  were  sold  or  what 
they  cost,  but  she  does  recall  that  it  was  a  union-sanctioned  activity.  It  must  have  been— if  Kurt  bought 
a  coin.  When  it  came  to  race  relations,  he  was  definitely  of  the  “old  school,”  although  he  was  a  saintly 
gentleman  in  all  other  respects.  Shortly  afterward,  for  reasons  unknown,  he  gave  it  to  my  grandfather, 
who  apparently  decided  to  keep  it. 

Sadly,  I  no  longer  own  this  coin,  having  failed  as  a  child  to  recognize  its  greatest  value  was  as 
a  remembrance  of  my  grandfather.  The  coin  is  gone,  but  my  grandmother  is  still  with  us.  She’s  93  now 
and  living  in  a  rest  home,  but  her  mind  is  still  sharp  enough  to  recall  an  episode  that  occurred  nearly  fifty 
years  ago. 


*  *  * 


DUES  ARE  DUE  IN  AUGUST 

Please  send  in  your  renewal  checks  as  early  as  possible.  Doing  so  will  ease  the  burden  on  Jane 
Benson,  our  secretary,  and  me  to  update  our  records.  It  will  also  give  Jane  more  time  to  issue 
membership  cards  for  1996-1997.  Your  cooperation  is  appreciated. 
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vw  now  turn  our  attention  to  Iowa  and  Parts  Twenty  and  Twenty-one  of  a  continuing  series  of 
articles  on  the  Iowa  half  dollar  written  by  Society’  member  Michael  S.  Turrini.  Vie  Society  is  indeed 
honored  to  have  among  the  pages  of  this  issue  such  scholarly  and  dedicated  research  and  wishes  to  extend 
its  appreciation  to  the  California  State  Numismatic  Association,  which  originally  published  this  series, 
for  permitting  us  to  reproduce  it  in  the  pages  of  our  journal. 

1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Twenty 


Corrections  and  Clarifications ,  Part  1  of  2 


by  Michael  S.  Turnni  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication:  This  twentieth  article  is  dedicated  to  Steve  Cuckovitch,  teacher  and  student  activities 
director  at  Will  C.  Wood  High  School  in  Vacaville,  California.  Working  with  the  author,  “Cook,  ”  as  he 
is  called,  remains  a  ready  booster  and  defender  of  the  author’s  trials  as  the  school’s  yearbook  director 
and  a  strong  and  al way s-pre sent  provider  of  moral  support.  Thanks,  Cook. 


Wow!  This  is  the  twentieth  article  in  this  series  on  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar.  The  series  commenced  in  Vie  Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall  -  1989.  Each 
installment  has  dealt  with  a  separate  facet  in  the  saga  that  is  the  history  of  this  commemorative  half 
dollar. 


New  research  gleaned  during  the  author’s  July  1993  visit  to  Iowa  warrants  that  it  might  be 
prudent  and  proper  to  clarify  and  correct  some  particulars  of  previous  articles.  This  is  the  intent  and 
objective  of  this  article  and  one  more  to  follow. 

The  first  correction  involves  well-known  California  coin  dealer  and  hobbyist,  the  late  Earl  A. 
Parker  (1908-1964).  In  the  eleventh  article.  Vie  Commemorative  Trail,  Summer  -  1993,  the  sales  to  out- 
of-state  purchasers  were  discussed:  The  Iowa  State  Centennial  Committee’s  initial  regulation  in 
December  1946  had  a  limited  time  of  just  three  days— December  20  to  23,  1946— through  the  office  of 
the  State  Treasurer,  stated  as  “never  enforced,  although  it  was  published.”1  Additional  research  tends 
now  to  contradict  the  first  conclusion. 

The  Iowa  Bankers  Association’s  Bulletin  #5558  published  that  “special  rules  have  been  formulated 
to  cover  ‘out-of-state’  purchasers  and  will  be  announced  in  due  time  by  the  Committee.”2  This  bulletin 
directed  Iowa  banks  not  to  sell  to  non-Iowans.  The  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  did  such,  and  found  in 
the  archives  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  was  Earl  Parker’s  exchange  with  the  Committee  as 
well  as  the  actual  form  used  for  out-of-state  purchasers  during  December  1946.  California  dealer  Earl 
Parker’s  letter  of  inquiry  dated  December  16,  1946,  is  reproduced  in  the  eighteenth  article.  Vie 


That  statement  by  the  author  has  now  proved  erroneous. 

Trank  Warner,  Iowa  Bankers  Association’s  Bulletin  #5558,  December  4,  1946. 
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Commemorative  Trail,  Fall/Winter  -  1995,  for  those  who  wish  to  review. 

Apparently,  the  Committee  did  implement  this  rather  stringent  ordering  procedure  upon  out-of- 
state  purchasers  during  the  initial  December  1946  sales  period,  and  such  would  be  reiterated,  along  with 
the  other  Byzantine  distribution  and  sales  regulations  in  the  Committee’s  weekly  Bulletin  #23,  issued  by 
Mrs.  McElroy  on  December  14,  1946.' 

The  arduous  and  odious  restriction  did  not  go  unprotested.  Found  in  Box  #1304  in  a  file  labeled 
“Coin  Dealers”  was  a  December  16,  1946,  letter  from  Earl  C.  Schill,  manager  of  World  Coin  Company 
of  Miami,  Florida.  Mr.  Schill  begins,  “I  was  more  than  a  little  surprised.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
had  this  happen  in  my  many  years  of  experience  in  handling  commemoratives.”* * 4  He  continued: 

“Your  form  in  answer  to  my  letter  is  very  unsatisfactory.  It  says  you  will  accept  my 
order  for  one  coin  only  if  I  send  you  $3.00  during  a  certain  three  days.  The  three  days 
are  during  the  Christmas  rush,  and  at  a  time  when  one  living  at  a  distance  cannot  judge 
the  timing  of  mail  deliveries.  Too,  the  form  says  you  will  give  me  no  guarantee  that  my 
order  will  be  filled.”5 

Never  one  to  refuse  an  inquiry  nor  to  retreat,  Mrs.  McElroy,  always  studious  and  strict,  did  reply 
and  in  her  January  2,  1947,  letter  stated  simply  but  strongly: 

“We  have  sent  you  under  separate  cover  one  of  the  coins  and  are  sorry  you  did  not 
approve  of  our  handling  of  these.  You  asked  for  the  courtesy  of  an  answer  as  to  just 
what  it  is  all  about  and  I  am  not  certain  what  it  is  you  wish  to  know.  We  have  worked 
out  what  we  consider  a  very  fair  plan  for  the  handling  of  these  coins  and  we  are  certain 
in  the  long  run  that  you  will  agree  with  us.”6 

In  the  twelfth  article  it  was  noted  that  the  earliest  numismatic  advertisement  selling  Iowa  half 
dollars,  excluding  the  temperamental  twin  Lawrence  Brothers,  was  by  Mr.  Schill,  dba  World  Coin 
Company,  in  the  February  1947  issue  of  The  Numismatist. 

Another  clarification  may  require  a  reference  to  the  tenth  article.  The  Commemorative  Trail , 
Winter/Spring  -  1993.  In  that  article  it  was  reported  that  Frank  Warner  (1888-1982),  executive  director 
of  the  Iowa  Bankers  Association  (IBA),  published  in  the  IB  A  Bulletin  #5596  of  February  15,  1947,  that 
an  unidentified  bank  in  Pennsylvania  sought  one  hundred  of  the  half  dollars.  Adding  to  this  claim  was 
Mrs.  McElroy’s  assertion  that  out-of-state  purchasers  were  led  by  those  from  Pennsylvania  (The 
Commemorative  Trail,  Spring  -  1994). 


'One  of  Mrs.  McElroy’s  duties  was  the  publication  of  a  weekly  newsletter  promoting  the  Committee’s  plans 

and  activities  and  reporting  on  the  Centennial’s  festivities  and  programs  held  across  the  state. 

4E.  C.  Schill,  letter  of  December  16,  1946,  to  E.  W.  McElroy.  Schill 's  letter  is  typical  of  others  from  coin 
dealers  and  hobbyists. 

5lhid. 

6E.  W.  McElroy,  letter  of  January  2,  1947,  to  E.  C.  Schill. 
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The  particular  Pennsylvania  hank  is  yet  to  be  identified,  hut  thanks  again  to  the  archives,  a  whole 
roster  of  both  Iowan  and  out-of-state  banks  inquiring  can  be  cataloged:  the  Philadelphia  National  Bank 
(November  27,  1946);  the  National  Stockyards  Bank,  Chicago  (November  27,  1946);  City  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Co.,  Chicago  (November  27,  1946);  Bank  of  Overland,  Missouri  (November  16,  1946); 
Provident  Savings  and  Trust  Co.,  Cincinnati  (October  30,  1946);  and  Webster  and  Atlas  National  Bank, 
Boston  (October  29,  1946). 7 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  there  were  many  other  banks  requesting  coins.  The  list  here  published 
is  only  a  partial  one  covering  the  months  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1946.  Extending  the  roster  into  1947 
would  produce  an  almost  endless  list.8 

Why  is  this  discussed  here?  First,  living  in  the  days  of  fiat  money  and  newly-released 
commemorative  coinages  monopolized  by  the  United  States  Mint,  today’s  coin  hobbyists  have  forgotten— 
or  are  not  old  enough  to  remember— that  until  the  1960s  local  banks  and  financial  institutions  were  the 
primary  source  of  coins  for  hobbyists.  Going  to  the  bank,  obtaining  rolls  or  bags  to  search,  returning 
the  bags,  and  repeating  the  process  was  a  common  routine.  As  for  commemorative  coins,  the  coin 
hobbyists  of  the  1940s  would  have  remembered  that  with  several  prior  1930s  issues,  banks  were  the 
distribution  centers.  So  it  is  understandable  that  in  the  practices  and  services  of  the  1940s  why  so  many 
banks  corresponded,  often  on  the  initiative  of  their  clients.  Of  course,  now  in  the  age  of  plastic  money 
and  ATMs,  these  courtesies  and  considerations  are  but  a  memory.9 

The  interesting  points  in  rereading  the  above  bank  names  are:  first,  that  some  of  these  banks  later 
merged  into  today’s  multi-national  institutions;  second,  and  perhaps  more  fascinating,  that  all  the  denoted 
inquiries  were  dated  before  any  distribution  and  sales  plan  was  finalized  and  announced.  These  banks 
had  all  initiated  their  own  respective  inquiries;  nothing  had  been  sent  to  the  banks  beforehand. 

Not  to  belabor  the  point  of  the  banks— but  among  coin  hobbyists  some  do  enjoy  collecting  fiscal 
documents  and  bank  memorabilia— the  earliest  bank  inquiry  for  coins  retained  in  the  archives  is  dated 
August  2,  1946,  five  days  before  President  Truman  signed  Public  Law  6 1 2 ! 10 

In  the  eleventh  article,  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Summer  -  1993,  the  postal  card  announcement 
was  reproduced  as  Figure  2.  It  was  stated  that  these  postal  cards  had  been  mailed  out  to  an  unknown 
number  of  persons  and  institutions  not  identified  (non-Iowans?).  Mrs.  McElroy  had  stated,  as  detailed 
in  Articles  Thirteen  and  Fourteen,  that  “at  least  they  will  pay  for  themselves.”11 

A.  M.  Sherman  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  a  brief,  typed  note  stapled  to  the  card  that  had  been 
mailed  to  him,  made  the  audacious  offer  of  $1  each  for  100  Iowa  half  dollars,  defending  his  offer  with 


Arbitrarily  selected  by  author. 

8No  record  has  been  found  of  any  follow-up  with  actual  orders. 

’Try  to  request  coins  from  your  bank  today! 

‘"Days  before — how  did  this  bank  know?  Luck?  Conjecture? 

"E.  W.  McElroy,  lettei  of  March  15,  1947,  to  Ralph  Evans. 
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the  claim  that  the  Committee  “had  not  sold  even  50,000  and  are  stuck  with  the  rest."’2  To  this 
outlandish  offer  Mrs.  McElroy  straightforwardly  retorted,  “You  have  evidently  been  quite  badly 
misinformed"  and  “consequently  we  are  not  at  all  interested  in  your  offer  to  buy  the  coin  at  $1.00 
each.”13 


In  other  correspondence  derived  from  these  postal  cards,  Mrs.  McElroy  presented  the  reasoning 
behind  the  extensive  postcard  mailings: 

“The  postcard  you  received  was  mailed  out  to  those  inquiring  early  concerning  the  coin 
when  we  limited  its  sale  to  one  per  person,  and  who  may  wish  to  add  one  or  two  more 
to  their  collection.  Since  the  sale  of  this  coin  is  so  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  coin 
sales,  we  fear  word  may  not  get  around  in  time  for  those  wishing  additional  coins  to 
secure  them.”14 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  points  of  correction  and  clarification,  augmenting  the  earlier  articles 
and  being  a  small  corollary  to  the  entire  saga  of  this  half  dollar.  These  references  do  accentuate  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Committee’s  “intent  to  give  the  coin  as  wide  a  distribution  as  possible”  and  of  most 
consequence  the  Committee’s  assertion  that  “we  have  succeeded  beyond  our  expectations.”15 
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*  *  * 


As  I  did  in  the  last  issue  (The  Commemorative  Trail,  Fall/Winter  -  1995),  I  have  included  the 
second  installment— because  it  is  directly  related  to  the  preceding  article— of  corrections  and  clarifications 
to  the  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  series.  Running  the  two  installments 
together  seemed  only  logical.  Therefore,  readers  will  have  this  information  in  one  issue,  making  it  far 
more  convenient  as  a  reference.  Of  course,  as  his  research  progresses— and  it  does— Stan  Turrini  may 
in  the  future  write  another  article  on  this  subject.  As  Stan  himself  says,  “Stay  tuned!  ” 


1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Fart  Twenty-one 

Corrections  and  Clarifications ,  Part  2  of  2 

by  Michael  S.  Turnni  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication:  This  twenty-first  installment  in  the  saga  is  dedicated  to  Jeffery  R.  Morin,  at  the  time 
this  article  was  written,  a  senior  at  Will  C.  Wood  High  School,  Vacaville,  California.  Although  Jeff  and 
this  author  worked  together  only  during  Jeff’s  senior  year  on  the  school’s  yearbook,  Cat-Tracks,  during 
this  brief  tenure  Jeff  renewed,  refreshed,  and  revived  this  author’s  zest  and  zeal  for  teaching.  Jeff 
turned  eighteen  in  April  1995  and  graduated  in  June.  Good  Luck  Always,  Jeff— Mr.  Turrini 


As  this  series  advances  into  its  twenty-first  article  and  carrying  on  the  immediately  prior  twentieth 
article’s  intention  of  corrections  and  clarifications,  a  few  more  facts  and  faces  in  the  saga  of  the  1946 
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Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  require  reexamination  and  revision.1 

The  author’s  aim  is  to  validate  that  all  that  has  been  published  is  accurate.  In  the  light  of  the 
prolific  research  accomplished  in  the  summer  of  1993  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa.  Des 
Moines,  and  revisited  study  of  the  often-cited  Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973)  files  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
plus  knowledge  from  other  sources,  this  becomes  compulsory  and  advantageous.2 * 

Not  to  be  overlooked  by  readers,  both  new  and  long-time,  is  that  research  has  been  initiated  while 
this  series  has  been  in  progress.  Often  through  the  years— this  series  commenced  in  July 
19892— something  new  or  contradictory  has  come  to  the  author’s  attention  or  to  others  contributing, 
usually  after  some  aspect  has  been  published  and  proclaimed  gospel.  This,  however,  is  the  nature  of  any 
academic  or  scholarly  study.  Take  the  Titanic's  sinking  and  legend.  Up  until  1985  all  that  we  knew  was 
from  the  ever-decreasing  number  of  survivors.  Then  the  impossible  happened;  the  old  wreck  of  this 
unsinkable  vessel  was  located  two  miles  deep  down  in  the  cold  Atlantic  Ocean.  Our  knowledge  and  our 
understanding  of  the  sea’s  great  dramatic  tragedy  changed.4  The  same  analogy  might  be  inferred  to  this 
series.  Since  the  publication  of  the  first  article,  the  author  has  met  Larry  Adams  of  Boone.  Iowa,  whose 
assistance  and  input  radically  altered  the  size  and  scope  of  the  then-embryonic  research.  Thus  with  this 
understanding  one  could  explain— and  in  part  defend— this  series’  protraction. 

Now  getting  to  this  article’s  objectives— the' propositions  are  as  follows:  first,  biographical 
background  of  a  few  individuals  previously  mentioned  briefly;  and  second,  analysis  of  publicity  and 
promotion  with  emphasis  for  collectors  within  Iowa. 

First,  in  the  eighteenth  article  {The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall/Winter  -  1995)  three  individuals 
were  attributed:  M.  H.  Bolender,  Herbert  E.  Rowald,  and  Larry  Knight,  all  contemporary  coin  hobbyists 
of  the  1940s.  It  was  sustained  that  all  three  exchanged  less-than-flattering  correspondences  with  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Committee  and  its  Executive  Secretary,  Edith  Wasson  McElroy  (1887-1975).  Readers  are 
invited  to  review  that  article,  and  scrutiny  is  directed  to  M.  H.  Bolender’s  two  letters  duplicated  there 
as  Figures  3  and  4. 5 

Some  readers  might  know  of  Bolender  by  his  writings,  and  the  author  did  appeal  for  information 
on  the  other  two.  Thanks  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Library  staff,  the  following 
biographical  information  was  acquired  via  The  Numismatist  and  the  ANA  membership  records.6 


'The  author  wishes  to  clarify  and  correct  some  aspects  before  allowing  the  series  to  resume  or  end.  For 
convenience  footnotes  have  been  limited  to  direct  quotations  and  major  points. 

2Accuracy.  So  much  has  been  written  that  errors  and  omissions  are  probable.  This  is  repugnant  to  this  author. 

}The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall  -  1989. 

4The  author  is  a  Titanic  enthusiast,  which  explains  this  analogy. 

5M.  H.  Bolender,  letters  of  January  6,  1947,  and  February  14,  1947.  Mr.  Bolender’s  letters  are  highly  critical, 
featuring  words  such  as  “disgusted,”  “evaded,”  and  “accuse.” 

6Appreciation  is  expressed  to  Lynn  Chen,  ANA  librarian. 
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M iltred  Henry  Bolender  (1894-1977)  was  in  his  day  one  of  our  nation’s  notable  coin  dealers  and 
writers.  Born  in  Illinois,  he  relocated  to  Southern  California  in  1952.  His  letters  identified  his  business 
and  residence  in  the  mid-40s  as  Freeport,  Illinois.  An  educator  by  profession,  Mr.  Bolender  was  to 
achieve  and  guarantee  his  numismatic  reputation  and  legacy  with  his  magnum  opus,  The  United  States 
Silver  Dollars  from  1794-1803 ,  published  in  1950.  ‘’He  had  examined  some  5,000  dollars  of  these  dates 
over  several  decades  before  undertaking  publication  of  his  work  in  1950,”  quotes  his  obituary  in  77 le 
Numismatist  of  January  1978. 7  An  active  mail  order  coin  dealer,  he  remained  in  business  to  about  1960. 
Often  addressed  simply  as  M.  H.,  his  distinguished  precedence  was  founded  on  his  forty  years  as  a  coin 
dealer  and  his  aforementioned  book.8 

Herbert  Edward  Rowald,  American  Numismatic  Association  Member  #4432,  may  have  been  not 
as  well  known  as  “M.  H.,”  but  his  critical  and  contentious  letter  of  February  14,  1947,  which  was 
analogous  of  others,  was  acknowledged  in  the  eighteenth  article.  Mr.  Rowald  (1898-1955)  w'orked  as 
a  shoe  salesman  and  specialized  in  pattern  and  commemorative  coins,  the  latter  accounting  for  the 
correspondence  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee.  A  founder  of  the  Heart  of  America  Numismatic 
Association  (Missouri)  in  1934,  he  was  born  in  Wisconsin  but  lived  most  of  his  adult  life  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  Mr.  Rowald  listed  himself  as  an  “American  Numismatic  Association  District  Delegate.”  What 
this  title  or  position  entailed  is  unclear.9 

Of  the  three  gentlemen  whose  correspondences  we  investigated  in  the  aforementioned  eighteenth 
article,  all  being  or  claiming  to  be  coin  dealers,  the  least  known  is  Larry  Knight  of  Pittsburg,  California. 

All  that  was  learned  even  after  contacting  older  coin  hobbyists  in  the  Contra  Costa  County, 
California,  area,  was  that  Mr.  Knight  had  two  addresses  in  that  county,  Pittsburg  and  Walnut  Creek,  and 
held  ANA  Membership  #13522.  His  membership  terminated  in  1978. 

The  author  would  delight  in  learning  more  of  him  and  of  anyone  who  did  purchase  an  Iowa  half 
dollar  from  (or  communicated  with)  the  Centennial  Committee. 

Now  why  all  this  concern  with  these  and  others,  almost  all  long  deceased?  In  their  day  these 
gentlemen  were  among  the  leading  coin  hobbyists  whose  influence  and  impact  were  manifest,  and  when 
individuals  of  their  caliber  wrote  two-  and  three-page,  single-spaced,  typed  letters  itemizing  differences, 
disgust,  and  disinterest,  their  opinions  cannot  be  dumped  into  the  trash  of  history  but  deserve 
examination.10  The  story— the  “saga”— warrants  completeness  of  all  extremes  and  betweens. 

Second,  now  to  the  matter  of  publicity.  The  matter  of  publicity  must  be  divided  into  two 
categories:  intrastate  and  out-of-state.  The  question  for  both  categories  is  simple  enough  and,  putting 


The  Numismatist ,  January  1978,  “In  Remembrance”  (obituary),  page  72. 

"'Among  this  author’s  numerous  acquaintances  is  Horace  Moore  of  Lakeport,  California,  who  has  some  of  the 
early  silver  dollars  originally  studied  and  photographed  by  M.  H.  Bolender. 

'Any  input  from  other  coin  hobbyists  would  be  welcomed. 

I0A  review  of  earlier  editions  of  the  Red  Book  will  list  both  M.  H.  Bolender  and  Herbert  Rowald  as 
contributors. 
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it  in  the  perspectives  of  1946  and  1947  and  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee:  How  does  the  Committee 
advertise  the  half  dollars  and  its  sales?  What  media  can  it  most  rely  on?  Coupled  with  this  was  the 
paramount  necessity  that  the  detailed  and  specific  procedures  be  precisely  publicized." 

Pausing  and  putting  perspective  from  our  viewpoint  to  this  day,  to  us  now,  here  in  the  1990s, 
television,  radio  and  magazines  and  also  the  great  metropolitan  newspapers— the  mass  media— and  the 
two  competing  numismatic  weeklies.  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News ,  as  well  as  the  much-increased 
circulation  of  The  Numismatist  plus  several  other  national  monthly  magazines— Coins,  COlNage,  etc.— all 
are  in  place.  But— and  this  is  a  big  “but”— not  all  these  existed  in  the  mid- 1940s.  Television  was  in  its 
infancy.  Radio  still  reigned  in  its  Golden  Age,  and  the  newspapers  ruled  supreme  in  cities  and  towns. 
Yet  the  rest,  no.12 

Today  if  a  new  commemorative  coin  is  authorized  and  minted,  the  two  national  numismatic 
weeklies  report  it  on  their  front  pages,  and  the  United  States  Mint  mass  mails  it  to  its  millions  of 
subscribers.  The  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  had  none  of  the  aforesaid.  All  it  had  were  two  paid 
employees  toiling  out  of  borrowed,  crowded  space  in  Iowa’s  State  Capitol  Building  basement.13 

Edith  Wasson  McElroy’s  highly  praiseworthy  and  biased  final  report14  itemized  a  roster  of 
periodicals  that  promulgated  the  Centennial,  but  nowhere  is  anything  associated  with  the  half  dollar. 
Mrs.  McElroy  professed  that  “national  magazines  were  supplied  with  script,  pictures,  and  background 
material”15;  yet  only  the  Hewitt  Brothers’  Numismatic  Scrapbook  magazine  is  indexed  as  having 
anything  related  to  the  half  dollar.  However,  as  was  published  in  the  twelfth  article  of  this  series  {The 
Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall  -  1993),  the  reaction  was  not  desirable  nor  readily  accepted  by  the  Committee 
as  to  the  Hewitt  Brothers’  coverage.  Remember,  in  1946-1947  only  Numismatic  Scrapbook  magazine 
and  The  Numismatist  existed  for  the  coin  hobbyist. 

The  chief  stress  in  publicity,  as  might  be  expected  then,  would  be  within  Iowa.  Even  in  her  final 
report,  Mrs.  McElroy  admits  “more  could  have  been  done  in  the  national  field.”16 

The  Committee— in  reality  Mrs.  McElroy  alone— distributed  a  Weekly  Bulletin ;  “  1 ,800  four-page, 
single-spaced,  mimeographed  pages  were  mailed  each  week  going  to  every  community  in  the  state.”17 
Bulletin  #23  of  December  14,  1946,  was  the  most  expressive  because  it  recapped  the  strict  and  stern 


"Rereading  the  prior  miniseries,  “Collectors,  Too,  Buy  the  Coin,”  will  demonstrate  the  Byzantine  procedures 
and  fanatical  obsession  for  control  and  adherence. 

l2Only  The  Numismatist  and  Hewitt  Brothers’  Numismatic  Scrapbook  magazine. 

l3Mrs.  McElroy’s  daughter,  Mary  Jo  Dunlap,  remembers  her  mother  labored  from  two  different  locations,  both 
in  a  hallway  with  terrible  acoustics. 

14Edith  Wasson  McElroy  titled  the  report  in  full  as  Report  of  Activities  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee. 

Report,  page  7. 

'6Ibid.,  page  8. 

]1Ibid. ,  page  6. 
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procedures  of  distribution  and  sales.  This  allowed  a  double-header  effect.  Not  only  did  all  the  banks 
(over  650)  receive  identical  material  from  the  Iowa  Bankers  Association  with  this  Bulletin  #23,  each 
community  and  countless  other  personalities  and  identities  got  the  same. 

The  large  number,  1,800,  can  easily  be  totaled  from  the  number  of  counties  (99),  communities 
(hundreds),  local  committees,  chambers  of  commerce,  state  organizations,  countless  small-town 
newspapers,  and  also— not  to  be  forgotten— numerous  individuals. 

So  were  these  massive  mailings  published  by  Iowa’s  newspapers?  Obviously,  yes.  But  until  1993 
only  one  example  of  a  published  release  came  to  the  attention  of  this  author.  It  was  mentioned  in  the 
eleventh  article  of  this  series  {The  Commemorative  Trail,  Summer  -  1993):  an  article  in  the  Estherville 
Daily  News  of  Emmet  County,  Iowa. 

During  this  two-week  tour  of  Iowa  in  July  and  August  1993,  this  author  made  a  special  effort  to 
visit  small-town  newspapers  to  determine  what  publicity  had  been  printed  and  when.18  Two  attractive, 
edifying  examples  would  be  one  from  the  front  page  of  the  Oakland  Acorn  of  Oakland,  Iowa,  and  another 
from  a  newspaper  in  Guthrie  Center.  Regretfully,  the  author  failed  to  cite  properly  this  latter  newspaper; 
at  that  time  Guthrie,  although  small,  had  two  daily  newspapers. 

Now  what  does  this  prove?  First  and  foremost,  it  corroborates  the  good  fortune  that  the 
Committee  attained  in  promotion.  The  half  dollar  was  front-page  news.  The  sales  numbers  to  Iowans 
verify  this  judgment  because  slightly  under  90,000  half  dollars  were  sold  within  Iowa.19  Why  is  this 
significant?  It  substantiates  that  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  was  mainly  concerned  with  Iowans, 
which  could  be  justified  from  their  viewpoint,  and  only  casually  concerned  with  out-of-staters— meaning 
coin  hobbyists.  To  quote  the  Committee’s  own  Weekly  Bulletin,  “It  is  the  belief  of  the  Governor 
(Robert  D.  Blue,  1898-1989),  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  and  the  Treasurer  of  State  (John  M. 
Grimes,  1878-1971)  that  Iowa  people  living  in  Iowa  should  have  first  access  to  the  purchase  of  these 
coins.  All  persons  living  outside  Iowa  shall  thereafter  be  given  the  opportunity  to  purchase  some.”3' 
Note  the  word  “outside”  and  the  grim  restriction,  “Iowa  people  living  in  Iowa.”  With  this  perception 
in  mind,  it  is  provocative  to  reread  the  cited  Weekly  Bulletin  to  discover  that  Mrs.  McElroy,  a  non¬ 
numismatist,  must  have  done  some  hasty  study  in  numismatics: 

“This  is  the  first  commemorative  to  be  minted  since  1939.  The  United  States  Treasury 
is  opposed  to  such  coinage  and  that  Iowa  secured  it  is  due  to  the  ability  of  our  Iowa 
Congressional  delegation.  100,000  coins  is  not  many  as  ordinary  coin  issues  are  counted. 

Coins  are  usually  minted  in  the  millions.  Special  coinages,  however,  such  as  the  Iowa 
Commemorative  are  often  coined  in  limited  numbers  and  become,  for  that  reason, 
collectors  items.  Beginning  with  the  Columbian  Half  Dollar,  a  very  large  and  popular 
issue,  this  is  the  109th  commemorative  half.  The  climax  was  reached  in  1930  (sic)  where 
there  were  24  commemorative  issues  which  led  to  the  government  edict  of  no  more  such 


MSeveral  stdl  retained  in  dusty,  bound  volumes,  and  all  were  most  cooperative  with  regard  to  this  author’s 
inquiries. 

i988,352  exactly. 

^Tdith  Wasson  McElroy,  Weekly  Bulletin,  December  14,  1946,  page  1. 
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coins.  It  is,  say  coin  collectors,  quite  possible  this  will  be  the  last  such  commemorative. 

which  adds  luster  to  its  ownership”21 

Note  her  choice  of  words  and  how  prophetic  these  were:  “will  be  the  last”  and  “adds  luster  to 
its  ownership.”  These  were  written  by  a  non-coin  hobbyist  who  responded  to  all  those  “griping”  coin 
dealers.  Her  words  remind  us  of  our  own  contemporary  mail  order  solicitations. 

Not  to  belabor  the  matter  of  publicity,  there  remains  the  question  of  how  did  non-Iowans,  again 
meaning  coin  hobbyists  and  everyone  else  outside  Iowa,  learn  about  this  issue?  Remember  what  this 
author  just  wrote  above  comparing  our  1990s  with  the  1940s.  Without  our  taken-for-granted  mass  media 
and  national  numismatic  print  media,  on  file  still  today  in  the  treasured  archives  of  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Iowa  are  hundreds  of  inquiries  from  such  diverse  locations  as  Alaska,  military  hospitals,  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  and  even  Benecia,  California. 22  Answering  this  matter  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
current  article. 

Getting  back  to  Iowa,  the  half  dollar  and  the  accompanying  postage  stamp,  Scotts  #942.  were 
statewide  news.  And  buried  for  nearly  five  decades  in  the  archives  until  1993  was  an  alternate  design 
for  the  Iowa  half  dollar— submitted  and  sadly  forgotten. 
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(Editor’s  Note:  The  following  poem  was  sent  to  me  some  time  ago  by  one  of  our  members.  / 
hope  you  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I  did.) 

COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  ARE  MY  PASSION 

by  Gregory  S.  Pearson  (R-2105,  UT) 

Commemorative  coins  are  my  passion 
I  collect  them  with  the  greatest  of  glee 
Morgan  dollars  are  great 
Lincoln  pennies,  first  rate 
But  commemoratives  are  the  coins  for  me. 

I  love  to  learn  of  their  history 
Each  shows  a  person,  place  or  event 
Texas  and  Roanoke 
Spanish  Trail  and  Charter  Oak 
All  have  a  tale  to  present. 

Lafayette  now  is  my  hero 

A  legend  of  the  Revolutionary  War 

Sitting  astride  his  steed 

Came  to  the  colonists’  need 

To  be  honored  by  Americans  evermore. 

Art  is  also  an  interest  of  mine 

Commemoratives  fill  this  need  too 

From  the  bald  eagle’s  tail 

To  the  Oregon  Trail 

The  series  holds  beauties  not  a  few. 

So  as  I  inspect  the  star  on  a  Grant 
Or  the  calf  on  a  New  Rochelle 
Each  commemorative  wheel 
Is  a  priceless  deal 

It’s  a  passion  that  has  served  me  well. 
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Women  have  inherent  ties  to  the  commemorative  series.  Not  only  have  they  been  involved  with 
their  design,  but  the  female  form  has  been  used  as  allegorical  representations  of  Columbia  on  the  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  half  dollar  and  quarter  eagle  and  of  the  western  hemisphere, 
showing  the  continents  of  North  and  South  America,  on  the  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  half 
dollar.  Miss  Republic  (or  Victory)  is  on  the  1934-1938  Texas  Centennial  half  dollars,  and  Nike  (or 
Victory)  is  also  depicted  on  the  1988-W  Olympic  $5  gold.  Liberty,  on  the  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter 
eagle,  the  1935-1939  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollars,  and  the  1936  Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial  half 
dollar;  Justice,  on  the  1936  Columbia,  S.C.,  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars;  and  Freedom,  on  the  1989 
Congress  Bicentennial  half  dollars  and  dollars  are  also  appropriate  examples. 

Through  the  numismatic  references  available  to  us,  we  have  learned  of  many  of  the  female 
designers  whose  work  brought  to  life  masterpieces  of  artistic  creativity  on  commemorative  coinage. 
There  are  two  other  women  whose  contributions  have  been  extraordinary  and  whose  lives  have  not  been 
fully  explored.  Perhaps  mention  of  them  in  this  article  will  cause  one  of  our  Society  members  to  do 
research  to  add  to  our  knowledge  of  the  few  facts  stated  here. 

Mrs.  Potter  Palmer,  president  of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  used  her  contacts  to  assemble  a 
group  that  sought  and  succeeded  in  achieving  special  recognition  of  the  place  of  women  in  the 
government  or  in  great  social  and  trade  movements.  Besides  assuring  that  there  was  a  special  Women's 
Building,  dedicated  on  May  1,  1893,  Mrs.  Palmer,  a  wealthy  social  matron  from  Chicago  whose  husband 
owned  the  world-famous  Palmer  House,  was  the  one  who  actually  proposed  to  Congress  that  $10,000  of 
the  money  given  to  the  Board  be  in  commemorative  quarter  dollars,  i.e.,  the  Isabella  quarter,  the  only 
such  denomination  in  the  entire  series  of  U.S.  commemorative  coins.  For  her  efforts  Mrs.  Palmer  was 
immortalized  on  a  medal  honoring  her  presidency  and  on  beautifully  woven  silk  ribbons  sold  as  souvenirs 
of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition. 

One  other  illustrious  name  not  yet  covered  is  a  particular  favorite  of  mine,  and  I  should  like  to 
bring  her  accomplishments  to  your  attention.  Amy  C.  Skipton,  who  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best 
recorders  of  events  that  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  read,  held  the  position  of  executive  secretary  of  the 
New  Rochelle  Commemorative  Coin  Committee.  This  woman’s  “claim  to  fame,”  if  you  will,  is  that  not 
only  did  she  serve  her  position  in  an  exemplary  manner,  but  she  prepared  an  account  of  the  New  Rochelle 
half  dollar  and  of  the  celebration  marking  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  and  settlement  of  the  city 
of  New  Rochelle,  New  York.  Two  hundred  copies  of  this  book,  entitled  One  Fan  Calfe,  were  printed, 
and  today  a  copy  is  valued  at  approximately  $500! 

History  is  our  greatest  teacher,  or  at  least  it  should  be.  Mrs.  Skipton  realized  that  the  committee 
had  no  available  accounts  of  the  previous  225th  anniversary  celebration  save  for  a  few  newspaper 
clippings.  She  noted  a  vagueness  that  was  baffling  to  those  on  the  1938  committee  who  desired 
something  clear-cut  to  follow.  She  hoped  that  her  reporting  of  their  efforts  in  raising  necessary  funds, 
planning  of  the  program  of  events,  and  carrying  out  of  the  program  would  be  of  help  to  some  future 
committee  which  would  ponder  what  the  250th  anniversary  committee  did  to  celebrate  New  Rochelle’s 
birthday.  As  a  chronicler,  she  paid  fastidious  attention  to  detail,  separating  the  fact  from  the  legend  of 
the  origin  of  New  Rochelle,  named  after  the  city  of  La  Rochelle,  France,  from  which  most  of  the  settlers 
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had  originally  come.  She  told  that  the  honor  of  a  specially-designed  coin  came  to  few  cities  indeed,  and 
it  was  through  the  persistent  and  untiring  efforts  over  a  period  of  sixteen  months  that  an  ardent  coin 
collector,  Pitt  M.  Skipton  (who  was,  of  course,  her  husband),  made  his  dream  become  a  reality. 

The  Westchester  County  Coin  Club  members  decided  that  a  New  Rochelle  coin  would  be  a  source 
of  pride  both  to  the  club  and  to  the  city,  and  Mr.  Skipton  was  named  as  a  committee  of  one  to  try  to 
accomplish  this.  Letters  arrived  from  collectors  all  over  the  country,  and  orders  poured  in.  Each  and 
every  piece  of  correspondence  received  a  reply.  I  particularly  enjoyed  the  detailed,  personal  insights  of 
Mrs.  Skipton.  When  her  husband  first  showed  her  an  Albany  half  dollar,  she  was  so  impressed  with  its 
design  that  she  agreed  that  the  designer  of  that  coin  was  the  man  for  them— the  joke  being  that  “he”  was 
a  “she”— Gertrude  K.  Lathrop! 

An  interesting  aside,  to  me  personally  at  least  as  a  collector  of  commemorative  documentation, 
was  that  Mrs.  Skipton  related  how  they  had  purchased  a  large  stock  of  coin  containers,  in  the  form  of 
a  little  booklet  with  the  story  of  New  Rochelle  and  with  places  for  one,  two,  five,  or  ten  coins,  of  an 
ivory  shade  and  most  attractively  designed.  (By  the  way,  if  anyone  has  a  ten-coin  holder,  I  should  like 
to  discuss  it  w'ith  you!)  Had  each  commission  or  official  distributor  of  every  commemorative  expended 
the  efforts  Mrs.  Skipton  did,  many  unanswered  questions  relating  to  commemorative  coins  and  their 
boxes  or  holders  of  issue  would  not  remain  unresolved  today. 

Amy  C.  Skipton  included  such  highly  relevant  facts— especially  to  an  enthusiastic  specialist  such 
as  myself— that  I  learned  the  denomination  of  stamps  used  in  sending  one-  and  five-coin  orders.  She  even 
related  names  of  cities  from  which  orders  came.  There  is  such  finite  detail  in  One  Fatt  Calfe  that  the 
entire  celebration  comes  alive  for  the  reader.  We  know  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  people  involved 
as  though  we  were  on  the  scene.  The  members  of  each  committee  are  enumerated,  and  the  official 
program  for  the  celebration  is  listed.  Every  receipt  and  expenditure  are  listed  and  balanced.  We  are  also 
privy  to  a  photo  of  the  designer  with  the  calf  she  used  as  a  model  for  the  half  dollar.  To  her  credit— and 
showing  her  pride  in  the  committee’s  accomplishments— Mrs.  Skipton  also  included  a  poem  of  her  own 
composition  entitled  “The  New  Rochelle  Half  Dollar,”  which  follows: 

Beautiful  coin,  so  silvery  white 

Little  did  Huguenots  dream  in  their  flight 

That  a  city  they'd  found  like  our  own  New  Rochelle 

Where  folks  of  all  creeds  in  amity  dwell. 

On  your  reverse  you  bear  the  Lily-of-France 
While  on  obverse  once  more  the  “fatt  calfe”  doth  prance 
And  Lord  Pell  in  a  costume  befitting  the  day 
Receives  him  as  “quit  rent”— so  our  annals  so  say. 

North,  South,  East  and  West,  little  coin,  you  have  sped 
With  New  Rochelle’s  story  of  heroes  long  dead 
Who  feared  not  the  hardships  but  stubbornly  fought 
For  the  faith  that  they  loved  and  the  Freedom  they  sought. 

God  grant,  little  coin,  that  the  story  thus  told 

May  live  on  forever  and  character  mold 

In  a  form  where  there’s  Beauty,  Faith,  Hope,  Truth  and  Love 

And  over  us  hover  sweet  Peace  like  the  dove. 

*  *  * 
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(Editor’s  Note:  As  a  tie-in  to  the  preceding  article,  J  thought  it  would  he  helpful  to  our  members 
to  reprint  an  excerpt  from  the  April  8th  edition  of  The  Coin  Collector,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NY  03894,  $29  for  a  full  year’s  subscription  to  The  Coin  Collector  and  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  a  value  of  over  $90.) 

FAR.,  a  customer  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  wrote:  “Just  recently  I  happened  to  come  across  a 
commemorative  of  special  interest.  It  was  a  1938  New  Rochelle  half  and  was  graded  MS-65  prooflike. 
I’ve  collected  commemoratives  before,  but  I  have  never  owned  any  commem  in  true  prooflike  condition. 
What  a  coin!  My  question  is  what  is  the  rarity  of  such  a  piece?  I  paid  quite  a  premium  for  it  but  to  me 
it  was  worth  it.  Are  commems  in  prooflike  condition  too  rare  to  collect?  Any  help  or  suggestions  you 
could  offer  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Even  though  most  of  our  more  knowledgeable  members  are  familiar  with  prooflike  commems, 
novice  collectors,  who  may  not  yet  have  studied  them,  might  benefit  from  the  following  answer: 

QDB:  “Among  the  48  different  design  types  of  commemorative  half  dollars  minted 
during  the  ‘classic’  period  from  1892  to  1954,  several  are  known  with  prooflike  surfaces. 

“The  most  often  seen  are  the  1892  and  1893  Columbian  Exposition  halves,  some 
of  which  closely  resemble  true  Proofs  and  may  have  been  intended  as  Proofs.  Some 
1918  Lincoln-Ill inois  halves  are  somewhat  prooflike,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Among 
1937  Boone  Bicentennial  halves,  prooflike  pieces  are  sometimes  seen,  and  it  is  typical 
for  1937-1938  Boone  and  the  later  Arkansas  halves  (through  1938)  to  be  somewhat 
satiny,  rather  than  frosty— and  have  a  surface  not  unlike  a  Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickel  of 
the  1913-1916  era. 

“Concerning  the  1938  New  Rochelle,  I  noted  in  my  book.  Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  page  421,  that  the  majority  of  pieces 
have  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces,  but  occasionally  an  example  with  a  partial  prooflike 
surface  is  encountered  (these  are  sometimes  offered  as  ‘presentation  pieces’).  Essentially 
the  same  comment  is  made  for  the  1937  Roanoke  half  dollar. 

“It  is  not  possible  to  collect  a  complete  set  in  prooflike  condition  because  the  vast 
majority  of  varieties  were  never  made  as  such.  However,  it  is  interesting  to  acquire 
those  few  that  come  on  the  market  from  time  to  time.” 

SUSCC  members,  please  keep  in  mind  the  invaluable  knowledge  that  is  at  our  finger  tips.  All  you 
must  do  is  to  read  each  and  every t  publication  pertaining  to  our  favorite  series.  When  your  collections 
are  completed  (if  they  ever  are,  considering  the  many  directions  in  which  it  is  possible  to  go  with  tie-in 
material,  etc.),  you  will  be  gratified  you  diligently  pursued  your  studies.  “Buy  the  book  before  you  buy 
the  coin ”  isn’t  quoted  so  often  among  hobbyists  just  for  fun;  it  is  to  impress  upon  all  of  us  that  we  will 
be  more  qualified  to  make  wise  decisions  when  adding  to  our  collections  by  learning  as  much  as  possible 
beforehand.  Attend  our  club  meetings,  confer  with  other  Society  members,  and  ask  questions  of  dealers 
specializing  in  commemorative  coins  or  who  at  least  have  an  extensive  background  in  them.  You  ’ll  find 
you  are  enjoying  our  hobby  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  that ’s  what  it  is  all  about.  Only  “acquiring  ” 
commemoratives  will  never  be  as  fulfilling  as  building  your  collection  and  your  knowledge  about  the 
history,  design,  and  other  relevant  facts  pertaining  to  it. 
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One  of  the  most  supportive  contributors  to  our  journal  now  presents  his  analysis  of  an 
undervalued  comment,  with  some  dates  and  mintmarks  offering  very  good  to  excellent  future  potential. 


THE  BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  HALF  DOLLARS 

by  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


DATE 

BUSINESS 

STRIKES 

ASSAY 

COINS 

PROOFS 

MELTED 

NET 

MINTAGE 

1946-P 

1,000,000 

546 

4? 

500,000  est. 

500,000  est. 

1946-D 

200,000 

113 

4? 

100,000  est. 

100,000  est. 

1946-S 

500,000 

279 

4? 

180,000  est. 

320,000  est. 

1947-P 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000  est. 

10,000  est. 

1947-D 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000  est. 

10,000  est. 

1947-S 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000  est. 

10,000  est. 

1948-P 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1948-D 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1948-S 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1949-P 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1949-D 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1949-S 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950-P 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950-D 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950-S 

512,000 

91 

0 

235,000  est. 

277,000  est. 

1951-P 

510,000 

82 

0 

230,631  est. 

279,369  est. 

195 1 -D 

12,000 

4 

0 

5,000 

7,000 

195 1  -S 

12,000 

4 

0 

5,000 

7,000 

AUTHORIZED  PER  ACT  OF  AUGUST  7,  1946:  5,000,000 
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OFFICIAL  SALE  PRICE: 


1946-P 

$1.00 

Plus  10C  postage  per  coin 

1946-D,S 

$1.50 

Plus  10C  postage  per  coin 

1947  Set 

$6.00 

Plus  30C  postage  per  set 

1948  Set 

$7.50 

Plus  30C  postage  per  set 

1949  Set 

$8.50 

Plus  30C  postage  per  set 

1950  Set 

$8.50 

Plus  30C  postage  per  set;  $1.00  for  S-Mint  coin. 

1951  Set 

$8.50 

Plus  30C  postage  per  set;  $3.00  for  individual  coins 

REASON 

FOR  ISSUE: 

In  order  to  perpetuate  the  ideals  and  teaching  of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  to  purchase. 

construct,  and  maintain  memorials  to  his  memory,  a  commemorative  half  dollar,  which  is  known  as  the  “BTW” 
or  the  Booker  T.  Washington  to  most  collectors,  was  minted. 


Obverse  design: 

Isaac  Scott  Hathaway 

Portrayed  is  the  bust  of  America's  foremost  black  educator,  Booker 
Taliaferro  Washington  (1858-1915).  He  is  facing  three  quarters  to  the 
right.  His  name  is  placed  in  the  lower  border,  while  the  words 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  are  located  around  the  upper  border. 
BTW  appears  to  be  looking  at  the  inscription  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  in 
two  lines  in  the  right  field.  Situated  in  the  left  field  are  the  words 

HALF  DOLLAR.  Appearing  above  the  denomination  is  the  date  of 
issue.  This  can  be  1946,  1947,  1948,  1949,  1950,  or  1951. 

Reverse: 

Depicted  is  the  Hall  of  Fame,  a  structure  which  is  composed  of  a  series 
of  columns  that  are  set  at  regular  intervals,  which  support  the  base  of 
observed  roof  structure.  This  colonnade,  located  at  New  York 

University,  or  “NYU”  as  it  is  known  among  city  residents,  houses  many 
busts  and  tablets  honoring  famous  Americans.  Located  above  the  legend 
LIBERTY  in  the  lower  border  is  the  unfortunate  residence  of  Booker  T. 
Washington— a  slave  cabin.  Mintmark  (D  or  S)  appears  below.  In  the 
left  field  are  the  words  FRANKLIN  COUNTY,  VA.  (in  three  lines), 
which  indicate  his  birthplace.  Situated  between  the  two  structures  is  the 
inscription  FROM  SLAVE  CABIN  TO  HALL  OF  FAME,  while 
encircling  almost  80%  of  this  reverse  in  the  border  area  is  the  inscription 
BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  BIRTHPLACE  MEMORIAL.  The  motto 

IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  located  in  the  lower  left  field.  This  issue  was 
created  by  a  black  designer  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway,  who  also  created  the 
Booker  T.  Washmgton-George  Washington  Carver  commemorative  half 
dollars. 

Edge  Design: 

Reeded. 

IN  THE  BEGINNING 

The  Coinage  Weight  and  Measure  Committee  met  on  July  2,  1946,  to  consider  several  House  resolutions. 
They  dealt  with  the  possible  creation  of  the  Iowa,  BTW,  and  Will  Rogers  commemorative  half  dollars.  For 
whatever  reason,  the  latter  bill  (HR  98  and  HR  1281)  never  was  reported  out  of  committee.  However,  the  other 
two  half-dollar  bills  (HR  6528  and  HR  2377)  were  unanimously  passed  on  July  15,  1946,  after  just  31  minutes  of 
discussion!  Congressman  McCormack  (MA)  commented  that  he’d  never  seen  a  bill  acted  on  so  quickly  (except 
for  emergency  legislation)  after  it  was  reported  out  of  committee.  Less  than  one  month  later,  on  August  7,  1946, 
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President  Truman  authorized  their  minting.  The  BTW  Act  stated  the  issue  could  be  produced  by  the  Mints  but  for 
NOT  more  than  a  five-year  period. 

Well-known  artist  Charles  Keck  previously  designed  our  Lynchburg,  Vermont  and  Panama- Pacific  ($1) 
commemorative  coinage.  He  was  solicited  to  create  an  appropriate  representation  for  this  issue.  His  models  were 
accepted  by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  and  Dr.  Phillips.  Suddenly  an  obscure  black  designer  by  the  name  of 
Isaac  Scott  Hathaway  entered  the  scene.  This  individual  possessed  the  only  existing  life  mask  of  Washington  and 
offered  to  prepare  models  free  of  charge.  The  Commission  recommended  his  work.  Keck  was  offended. 
However,  Keck  was  paid  for  his  work  and  bid  farewell.  Reverse  drawing  was  provided  by  a  nameless  Commission 
member. 


The  issue  was  marketed  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.  J.  Phillips,  who  was  quite  influential  among  the 
Baptists  and  black  Elks.  He  exclaimed  that  a  sellout  of  the  entire  mintage  would  be  a  reality  within  three  months. 
Great  expectations!  Production  began  at  the  Mints  in  December  1946.  On  the  14th  of  that  month,  the  BTW 
Birthplace  Memorial  Commission  began  taking  orders.  However,  sales  were  disappointing.  In  February  1947, 
Stack’s  of  New  York  City  was  appointed  authonzed  agent.  In  November,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  produced  100,000 
coins;  the  following  month,  the  branch  Mints  did  likewise.  Sales  for  this  issue  were  not  up  to  expectations  because 
the  mintage  figure  was  high  and  the  issue  was  not  of  a  new  design.  It  sold  as  a  set  for  $6.00  plus  30C  postage. 

In  May  1948,  all  the  three  Mints  produced  20,000  coins  each.  The  set  was  distributed  by  Stack’s,  Bebee’s 
of  Omaha,  and  the  Commission.  However,  the  famous  Nebraska  dealer  advertised  as  its  exclusive  distributor  for 
$7.50  per  set.  To  help  protect  the  design  from  bag  marks,  etc.,  Bebee's  had  the  Mints  place  each  coin  in  a 
cellophane  envelope.  The  charge  per  coin  was  50C.  Be  aware  that  the  pieces  were  made  using  high-speed  presses. 
After  they  bounced  off  each  other  and  resided  in  a  bin,  they  were  then  put  in  the  envelope!  Sales  were  not  up  to 
expectations.  During  January  1949,  the  Mint  facilities  each  produced  12,000  of  these  commemorative  half  dollars. 
They  were  sold  at  $8.50  per  three-piece  set.  Ditto  1948  sales  expectancies  for  this  issue. 

In  January  1950,  Philadelphia  and  Denver  struck  12,000  coins  each.  However,  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
created  512,000  of  these  BTW  half  dollars,  supposedly  designated  for  building  additional  schools  and  hospitals. 
(To  date  no  evidence  can  be  located  to  prove  any  were  built  via  this  promotion  for  the  1950  and  1951  issues.)  Set 
also  sold  for  $8.50.  In  January  1951,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  60,000  BTW  coins,  while  the  branch  Mints 
produced  12,000  each.  In  August  of  that  year,  a  needless  450,000  pieces  were  struck  at  Philadelphia.  Three-piece 
set  was  sold  for  $10.00.  (Kindly  examine  the  tabulation  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  for  all  issues  returned  for 
melting  and  used  for  assay  purposes.) 

The  hopes  and  aspirations  of  Dr.  Phillips  selling  out  the  entire  authorization  to  15  million  black  people  of 
America  never  materialized.  Possibly  2'/i%  acquired  the  coin!  Seems  most  could  care  less  or  were  not  properly 
informed. 


THE  BTW  ANALYSIS 

In  circulated  condition,  the  higher  mintage  dates,  especially  the  1946  coinage  plus  1950-S  and  195 1-P 
pieces,  are  the  easiest  to  locate.  They  also  are  the  least  expensive  of  all  the  commemorative  coinage  produced  from 
1892  through  1954,  except  for  the  common  date  Carver-Washington  issues  which  are  equally  priced. 

Value  spread  for  the  common  dates  grading  EF-AU  up  to  MS-64  is  so  little  that  one  cannot  afford  to  think 
anything  but  MS-64!  Our  1946  set  is  so  abundant  that  it  should  be  acquired  only  for  the  joy  of  collecting  in  grades 
up  to  MS-65.  Any  future  lies  in  MS-66  condition,  which,  if  strictly  graded,  is  quite  undervalued.  The  Denver  coin 
is  rarer  than  the  other  two  Mint  strikings,  which  are  equally  as  rare.  Situation  exists  that  the  issue  is  not  popular 
with  most  collectors  and  there  are  better  dates  within  the  senes  from  which  to  choose.  Good  future  in  your  MS-66 
grade  and  higher  states.  The  1947  set  is  the  rarest  set  within  the  senes!  At  present,  it  is  not  that  difficult  to  locate 
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up  to  MS-63  condition.  In  strict  MS-64 -I-  status,  it  is  undervalued.  Such  is  definitely  the  case  in  the  MS-65 
category  and  extremely  difficult  to  acquire  in  the  loftier  states.  Grading  strict  MS-64  +  ,  the  Denver  coin  will  he 
the  hardest  to  locate,  followed  by  the  San  Francisco  and  Philadelphia  coins.  When  thinking  BTW.  think 
1947 — especially  1947-D. 

The  1948  issue  is  not  difficult  to  locate  in  grades  up  to  MS-64.  Undervalued  in  strict  MS-64  +  and  loftier 
states.  Labeled  strict  MS-65,  it  is  underrated.  Situation  is  such  that  there  are  a  number  of  dates  from  which  to 
select.  Thus  a  lack  of  interest  here.  In  MS-64  condition  the  San  Francisco  coin  is  somewhat  more  difficult  to  locate 
than  the  other  issues  that  are  equally  as  rare.  In  MS-65,  it’s  more  abundant  than  the  other  creations,  which  are 
equal  in  status.  Really  undervalued  in  the  loftier  grades. 

Our  1949  set  was  once  labeled  the  “King  of  Series”  due  to  its  low  mintage.  That’s  now'  changed,  based 

on  current  grading  standards!  It  is  underrated,  but  not  that  difficult  to  locate,  based  on  present  demand,  up  to  your 

MS-64  level. 

In  the  latter  grade,  the  “Coast  Mint”  is  the  more  difficult  to  locate.  The  P  and  D  Mints  are  about  equal 

in  rarity.  Grading  MS-65,  it  is  just  the  opposite.  The  S  Mint  is  more  abundant.  Real  future  lies  at  the  loftier 

levels. 


The  1950  trio  can  be  located  with  little  difficulty,  at  present,  up  to  MS-63+  condition.  In  grades  MS-64 
and  higher,  it  is  underrated.  It’s  the  P  and  D  mints  which  are  the  rarer,  undervalued  coins  that  “make”  the  set  in 
our  MS-64  and  MS-65  categories.  They  are  wonderful  acquisitions  in  the  65  state.  Future  definitely  lies  in  the 
loftier  grades. 

Our  final  three-coin  production  is  dated  1951.  It’s  underrated  in  grades  MS-64  and  higher.  In  the  MS-64 
category,  the  S  Mint  will  be  the  hardest  to  locate  followed  by  the  Denver  and  more  abundant  Philadelphia  striking. 
Grading  MS-65,  P  and  D  coinage,  which  make  great  acquisitions,  are  about  equally  as  rare,  while  the  Coast  striking 
is  the  more  abundant.  Future  lies  in  the  higher  status  coinage. 

Luster  will  range  for  the  entire  issue  from  prooflike  (repolished  dies),  to  semi -proof!  ike,  to  brilliant  satiny, 
to  satiny,  to  dull  satiny.  Strike  will  seldom  present  a  grade-value  lowering  problem.  However,  those  numismatic 
villains,  in  the  form  of  bag  marks,  lack  of  metal  fill  marks  (resembling  small  scratches  or  cuts),  reed  marks, 
abrasions,  slide  marks,  and  hairline  scratches,  plague  the  obverse  portrait,  which  is  your  primary  focal  area.  The 
surrounding  field  also  takes  its  share  of  hits.  The  design  offers  the  reverse  more  protection.  Primary  focal  area 
is  the  log  cabin  and  surrounding  field.  When  acquiring  this  issue,  attempt  to  locate  a  flashy  looking  coin  with  a 
portrait  as  free  of  negatives  as  possible. 

WHO  IS  THE  RAREST  OF  THEM  ALL? 

In  MS-64  Condition 


(1) 

195 1-S, 

(2)  1949-S, 

(3)  1947-D, 

(4)  1947-S, 

(5)  1950-P, 

(6)  195 1-D, 

(7) 

1948-S, 

(8)  1950-D, 

(9)  1947-P, 

(10)  1948-P, 

(11)  1949-P, 

(12)  1948-D. 

(13) 

1949-D, 

(14)  1950-S, 

(15)  1951-P, 

(16)  1946-D, 

(17)  1946-S, 

(18)  1946-P. 

In  MS-65 

Condition 

0) 

1947-D, 

(2)  1947-P, 

(3)  1948-D, 

(4)  1950-D, 

(5)  1951-P, 

(6)  1950-P, 

(7) 

1950-D, 

(8)  1947-S, 

(9)  1948-P, 

(10)  1949-P, 

(11)  1949-D, 

(12)  195 1-S, 

(13) 

1948-S, 

(14)  1946-D, 

(15)  1949-S, 

(16)  1950-S, 

(17)  1946-S, 

(18)  1946-P. 
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The  1946  issue  was  distributed  in  plain  paper  envelopes  and  several  types  of  black  leatherette  cardboard 
holders.  These  have  openings  for  three  coins,  contained  by  a  movable  celluloid  strip.  Stack’s  holders  (6"  X  3-1/8”) 
are  imprinted  in  silver  with  its  name  and  New  York  City  at  the  bottom.  The  Memorial’s  New  York  Headquarters 
(261  West  125th  Street.,  New  York  27,  N.  Y.)  distributed  the  three-coin  set  in  a  similar  holder  (6”  X  3")  with  its 
12-line  blue  imprinted  advertisement  glued  to  the  reverse.  Imprinted  in  gold  ink  on  the  upper  front  part  is  THE 
BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  MEMORIAL  HALF  DOLLAR.  Beneath  the  coin  openings  are  the  mintmarks  P, 
D.  S  and  below  bottom,  STRUCK  AT  THE  THREE  UNITED  STATES  MINTS.  It  was  also  forwarded  in  the 
exact  holder  but  without  the  reverse  promotion. 

Christmas  cards  with  two  different  scenes  housed  one  coin,  while  a  mailing  card  entitled  the  GEMS  OF 
WISDOM  had  a  com  taped  to  its  inner  nght  centerspread.  Others  were  sold  as  prizes  in  a  colorful,  10-coin 
punchboard.  Another  rare  item  is  the  BTW  Memorial  contest  certificate,  which  is  a  facsimile  of  a  $3,500.00  check. 
If  your  name  was  selected  First — and  $12  were  donated — you  were  the  winner. 


Sets  dated  1947  through  1951  were  housed  in  cellophane  envelopes,  then  placed  inside  a  paper  envelope. 
Bebee’s  also  offered  a  single  piece  in  a  brown  coin  envelope  (2X2)  as  an  official  souvenir  of  the  1947  New  Orleans 
Mardi  Gras.  It  was  imprinted  with  black  ink  on  the  back  flip  with  his  address  and  $1.25. 

KEY  GRADING  POINTS 

OBVERSE:  Wear  will  first  develop  on  the  cheekbone  of  Booker  T.  Washington.  Should  his  portrait  look 

exceptional,  examine  your  raw  or  unslabbed  coin  for  possible  doctoring. 

REVERSE:  Wear  will  be  observed  on  coin's  central  inscription  FROM  SLAVE  CABIN,  etc.,  and  on  length 

of  lower,  horizontal  section  of  the  Hall  of  Fame. 

CURRENT  STATUS  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL  OF 
BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  HALF  DOLLARS 

Population  figures 

(NGC  -  PCGS  -  ANACS  COMBINED) 


DATE 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS -66 

MS-67 

1946-P 

1065 

1036 

242 

19 

1946-D 

651 

590 

135 

12 

1946-S 

1004 

988 

231 

24 

1947-P 

337 

310 

13 

0 

1947-D 

236 

211 

15 

1 

1947-S 

254 

419 

34 

0 

1948-P 

341 

450 

23 

0 

1948-D 

335 

353 

48 

0 

1948-S 

264 

551 

77 

1 

1949-P 

331 

493 

63 

1 

1949-D 

357 

494 

54 

0 

1949-S 

228 

638 

107 

1 

1950-P 

251 

378 

25 

1 

1950-D 

292 

354 

21 

0 

1950-S 

357 

765 

122 

3 

1951-P 

622 

362 

33 

2 

195 1 -D 

254 

383 

49 

1 

195 1  -S 

136 

523 

123 

1 
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To  date,  no  BTW  coinage  was  encapsulated  MS-68. 

This  creation  should  be  acquired  only  for  the  joy  of  collecting  up  to  grade  MS-64.  Interest  in  the  series 
is  lacking.  Were  this  to  change,  prices  would  rise.  Pass  on  the  dull,  dark,  and  unattractive  individual  coin  or  set. 

Most  people  who  own  BTW  MS-64  coinage  usually  observe  enough  surface  negatives  not  even  to  consider 
slabbing.  They  believe  it  isn’t  worthwhile  with  price  levels  so  low.  You  can  bet  census  would  be  much  higher  if 
submitted!  Should  MS-64  coinage  be  desired,  consider  the  1951-S,  1949-S,  1947-D,  1947-S,  1950-P,  and  1950-D 
strikings!  Average  future  potential  in  this  rating.  At  current  levels,  all  sets  are  quite  underrated.  Problem  stems 
from  lack  of  heavy  interest  in  the  series.  However,  when  the  market  heat  arrives,  prices  will  rise!  Would  rate  the 

1947- D  and  1947-P  as  the  rarest  of  this  issue  in  MS-65  condition.  Specimens  dated  1950-D,  1948-D,  195 1-P,  1950- 
P,  and  195 1-D  are  about  equal  in  rarity.  Pieces  dated  1948-P,  1949-D,  and  1949-P  follow  suit  but  are  somewhat 
more  available  than  the  aforesaid  dates.  Still  more  abundant,  but  equal  in  difficulty  to  obtain,  are  the  1948-S,  1951- 
S,  1946-D,  and  1949-S  creations.  The  1950-S  is  not  hard  to  locate,  while  the  1946-P  and  S  strikings  are  the  most 
abundant  and  easiest  to  obtain. 

Unless  one  desires  the  complete  set  in  MS-65  condition,  would  recommend  only  the  1947-D,  1947-P,  and 

1948- D  for  type  acquisition.  Pieces  should  be  attractive. 

Issues  offering  very  good  to  excellent  future  potential  are  the  1947-D  and  1947-P  BTWs.  Except  for  the 
most  common  issues  that  possess  little  potentiality,  the  less  abundant  dates  such  as  the  1947-D,  1950-D,  195 1-P, 
1950-P,  and  195 1-D  offer  good  to  very  good  future  potential.  Would  reduce  population  figures  for  each  date 
between  10%  and  20%. 

As  you  may  have  gathered,  the  real  values  for  the  rarer  individual  type  coins  and  some  sets  are  unjustly 
held  down  by  the  more  abundant  MS-64  and  MS-65  1946-1951  BTW  coinage  within  the  senes.  Population  figures 
in  total  certainly  reflect  large  availability  should  a  type  coin  be  needed.  What  should  matter  is  the  attractiveness 
of  the  silver  disk.  Too  many  coins  that  I’ve  encountered  graded  MS-65  didn’t  excite  the  numismatic  meter  within. 
When  contemplating  acquisition,  it  should  not  be  of  the  common  variety,  unless  buying  simply  for  the  joy  of 
collecting. 

At  current  levels,  all  recommended  issues  are  certainly  undervalued.  The  individual  striking  and  three- 
piece  sets  are  too  cheap.  However,  it’s  a  get-in-,  get-out-quick  situation  for  the  grade. 

Would  rate  the  1947-P  and  1947-D  the  rarest  issues  in  MS-66  condition  along  with  the  1948-P,  1950-D, 
and  1950-P.  Specimens  dated  1951-P,  1947-S,  1948-D,  1951-D,  and  1949-D  won't  be  much  easier  to  locate. 
Ditto  your  1949-P  and  1948-S  strikings.  Equal  in  rarity.  BTWs  dated  1949-S,  1950-S,  and  1951-S  will  be 
somewhat  more  procurable  than  the  previous  dates.  They  certainly  won’t  be  seen  in  abundance,  as  most  reside  in 
collections.  One’s  chance  of  possessing  an  MS-66  BTW  type  coin  or  set  lies  in  the  1946-S,  1946-P,  and  1946-D 
commemorative  production. 

In  MS-66  condition,  strongly  suggest  the  1947  P-D-S  set  and  1948  P-D-S  set,  and  the  1950  P-D-S  set 
acquisition.  Needless  to  say,  I  don’t  know  of  too  many  people  who  would  not  find  a  complete,  eye-appealing  BTW 
MS-66  set  not  desirable! 

In  MS-67  condition,  the  1946  strikings  constitute  almost  all  of  your  MS-67  coinage.  That's  45  pieces  out 
of  the  55  pieces  rated  MS-67!  Thus,  the  $700.00  current  type  bid.  Buy  all  you  can  find.  A  delight  to  add  to  one’s 
collection.  One  beautiful  slabbed  NGC  rainbow-toned  1946-S  specimen  just  sold  for  $1,500.00!  Bid  price  for  the 
set  is  $2,000.00!  What  does  bid  mean  in  this  instance?  Unless  the  offered  piece  is  dull,  dark,  or  ugly,  know  the 
type  bid  price  is  too  cheap. 

Excellent  future  potential  for  this  lofty  grade! 
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NGC  PROOFLIKE  BTW  CENSUS 


DATE 

1946-P 

1946-D 

1946- S 

1947- P 
1947-D 

1947- S 

1948- P 
1948-D 

1948- S 

1949- P 
1949-D 

1949- S 

1950- P 
1950-D 

1950- S 

1951- P 
1951-D 
1951-S 


MS -64 
0 
0 
7 
15 
0 
4 
0 
0 
3 
1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 


MS -65 
0 
0 
2 

22 

0 

7 

2 

0 

7 

5 

0 

18 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

9 


MS-66 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 


No  BTW  prootlike  coinage  was  graded  MS-63  or  MS-67  to  date.  Should  one  possess  PL  MS-63  pieces, 
it  will  pay  to  submit  if  not  cleaned  or  whizzed.  Coin  will  certainly  bring  much  more  money  than  if  kept  unslabbed! 
PL  surface  must  be  present  on  both  sides  of  the  coin!  These  creations  produced  from  repolished  dies  are  not 
abundant,  as  one  can  observe.  Know  of  collectors  who  will  pay  many  times  over  bid  for  the  issue.  They  should 
resemble  near  brilliant  proofs  on  both  sides.  Only  NGC  labels  these  silver  disks  PL!  Excellent  future  potential  in 
all  grades. 

Be  aware  of  the  unscrupulous,  offering  raw  or  unslabbed  PL  specimens  for  sale.  Many  which  were 
evaluated  in  coin  collections  or  have  crossed  my  path  at  coin  shows  had  been  polished  or  dipped  in  liquid  mercury 
on  a  few  occasions  to  dupe  the  uninformed.  Other  legitimate  pieces  were  whizzed  on  BTW's  portrait  to  improve 
the  coin’s  appearance  and  grade  or  were  cleaned  and  not  slabbable,  while  others  were  PL  on  only  one  side. 


*  *  * 


A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  BTW 


by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 

The  Booker  T.  Washington  series  began  in  1946  and  extended  through  1951.  Interest  was 
greatest  in  1946  but  dropped  sharply  after  that  point.  Probably  95%  of  the  extant  specimens  are  lightly 
struck,  heavily  bagmarked,  or  both.  The  true  rarity  of  true  MS-65  (or  whatever  higher  grades  you  wish 
to  use)  has  not  been  appreciated,  as  the  certification  services  have  adjusted  their  standards  to  permit  lots 
of  bagmarks  on  coins  certified  at  these  levels. 


*  *  * 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


Articles  relating  to  commemorative  coins  and  the  people 
involved  with  them  abounded  in  numismatic  periodicals  since  our  last 
journal.  A  sampling  of  just  some  of  them  follows: 

“Coins  of  the  Atlanta  Olympics”  (April  1996);  “A  Needed 
‘Timeout’  For  Commemoratives”  (May  1996)  —COINage  magazine, 

4880  Market  Street,  Ventura,  CA  93003-7783;  $23  for  12  monthly 

issues. 

“The  coins  of  Capt.  Cook”  and  “A  bit  off  key”  (April 
1996)— Coins  magazine,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $24.98 
for  12  monthly  issues. 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement,  P.  O.  Box  7939,  Torrance,  CA  90504;  the 
weekly  Greysheet—  including  the  Monthly  Supplement  and  Quarterly— is  $54  for  six  months  and  $98  for 
one  year;  the  single-copy  price  of  the  Monthly  Supplement  is  $4. 

“Concepts  of  Liberty,”  “1936,”  and  “Delaware’s  300th”  (March  11,  1996);  “Castle:  Mint 
should  plan  for  coinage  redesign”  and  “No  decision  yet  on  platinum  or  gold  composition  for  Smithsonian 
commem”  (April  8,  1996);  “Shot  in  the  dark”  and  “What’s  in  a  date?”  (April  22,  1996);  “Don't  take 
for  Grant-ed”  (April  29,  1996);  “DATELINE  focuses  on  commems”  (Editorial,  May  6,  1996); 
“Religious  freedom”  (May  13,  1996);  and  “Circulating  commems  part  of  Mint’s  1996  strategic 
plan”— Coin  World ,  P.  O.  Box  150,  Sidney,  OH  45365-0150,  is  published  weekly;  $28  for  52  issues. 

“Olympics  bleed  red”  and  “Mint  gives  Olympics  mintages”  (March  6,  1996);  “Platinum  commem 
unlikely  this  year”  (April  2,  1996);  “Castle  to  Diehl:  Let’s  redesign  coinage”  (April  9,  1996);  “Civil 
War  issue  posts  lowest  sales  in  modern  commemorative  programs”  (April  16,  1996);  “Proposed 
Smithsonian  designs  going  to  panel”  (April  23,  1996);  “Madison  commem  makes  progress”  (April  30. 
1996);  “Commission  approves  coin  designs,”  “Mint  rebuts  TV  segment  on  commems,”  and  “Elgin  to 
honor  Rovelstad”  (May  7,  1966)  (Editor's  Note:  Please  see  two  articles  reprinted  from  the  Elgin 
Courier-News  on  the  following  pages,  which  were  submitted  by  Gloria  Rovelstad  ( R-2040 ,  1L))\  “Swiatek 
donates  NGC-certified  Iowa  commem  to  ANA  museum”  (May  14,  1996)— Numismatic  News,  700  East 
State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990,  is  published  weekly;  $29.98  for  52  issues. 

The  Numismatist,  official  (monthly)  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  for 
adults  (includes  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only);  $11  for  juniors  (age  17  or  younger);  and  $30  for 
seniors  (age  65  or  older;  includes  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only). 

All  of  these  publications  feature  countless  supplements  to  the  knowledge  contained  in 
commemorative  references  already  residing  in  your  libraries.  I  hope  all  Society  members  subscribe  to 


35 


them  and  support  their  educational  efforts.  Write  articles  and/or  letters  to  the  editor  to  share  your 
knowledge  and  to  express  your  views,  and  encourage  others  to  do  the  same!  The  printed  word  will 
remain  for  decades  to  come  to  spark  the  interest  necessary  to  attract  new  collectors  to  perpetuate  our 
hobby.  The  future  of  numismatics  depends  upon  all  of  us. 


Elgin  council  to  consider  parade, 
sculpture  in  honor  of  Rovelstad 


By  Tim  Crosby 

STAFF  WRITER 

As  military  decorations  go.  it’s 
not  fancy. 

But  among  soldiers,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  revered. 

A  Kentucky  long  rifle  worn  with 
the  muzzle  pointing  to  the  right.  A 
field  of  blue.  And  a  wreath  of  oak 
leaves  symbolizing  strength. 

Don  Quillman,  an  Elgin  resident 
and  chairman  of  the  city’s  cultural 
arts  commission,  said  he  thinks 
those  oak  leaves  look  familiar.  He 
believes  the  man  who  designed  the 
badge,  the  late  Trygve  Rovelstad  of 
Elgin,  drew  upon  his  experiences 
growing  up  in  the  Fox  River  Valley 
when  he  included  them  on  the 
Combat  Infantry  Badge. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  oaks  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  I  kind  of  wondered,"  Quill¬ 
man  said.  “It  looks  like  one  of  ours. 
Like  leaves  from  a  big  burr  oak." 

Quillman,  along  with  others,  is 
leading  the  effort  to  honor  Rovel¬ 
stad,  who  died  in  June  1990  at  age 
86  after  making  his  mark  both  na¬ 
tionally  and  throughout  the  Chica¬ 
go  area  as  a  top-notch  designer  of 
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Elgin  sculptor  Trygve  Rovelstad 
examines  one  of  his  works. 


commemorative  coins  and  sculp¬ 
tures. 

Quillman  will  bring  his  request 
for  a  commemorative  sculpture  and 
parade  before  the  Elgin  City  Coun¬ 
cil  during  its  committee  of  the 
whole  meeting  beginning  at  6:30 


tonight  in  the  council  conference 
room,  150  Dexter  Court 

The  council  will  consider 
whether  to  provide  a  total  of 
$30,000  for  the  project,  including 
$15,000  each  for  the  parade  and  the 
sculpture.  The  cultural  arts  com¬ 
mission,  which  began  exploring  the 
project  about  18  months  ago,  hopes 
to  solicit  another  $15,000  in  dona¬ 
tions  to  cover  the  costs  of  the  pa¬ 
rade. 

The  parade  route  would  start  just 
south  of  Kimball  Street  along  Dou¬ 
glas  Avenue.  It  would  end  at  Prairie 
Street,  near  the  site  of  the  proposed 
sculpture. 

Rovelstad  was  born  and  raised  in 
Elgin  and  studied  art  in  Paris,  at  the 
University  of  Washington  and  with 
renowned  Chicago  sculptor  Lorado 
Taft.  He  was  working  for  the  U.S. 
Army's  Heraldic  Section  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  in  1943  during  World 
War  II  when  the  order  came  down 
to  design  a  medal  honoring  those 
soidiers  who  had  served  in  actual 
combat. 

Rovelstad  competed  with  other 
Army  designers.  His  simple  design 

❖  See  Sculpture  on  page  A7 
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Sculpture 

❖  From  page  Al 

featuring  a  left-handed  rifle  — 
which  symbolized  marksmanship 
—  won. 

Since  then,  some  of  America’s 
best-known  soldiers  have  worn  the 
badge,  including  retired  Gen.  Nor¬ 
man  Schwarzkopf  and  retired  Gen. 
Colin  Powell. 

'That  means  the  man  saw  com¬ 
bat,"  Quillman  said.  "It's  a  presti¬ 
gious  medal,  and  a  lot  ot  people 
want  to  recognize  Trygve  as  an  im¬ 
portant  sculptor  and  citizen." 
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Quillman  wants  to  invite  those 
dignitaries  and  President  Clinton  to 
the  parade.  But  though  Quillman  is 
hoping  to  gain  permission  for  a  pa¬ 
rade  m  September,  there  might  not 
be  enough  time  for  the  city  to  plan 
for  such  an  event.  Instead,  the 
council  might  approve  funding  for 
the  sculpture  but  put  off  the  parade 
until  1997. 

The  stainless  steel  and  aluminum 
sculpture  would  be  set  on  a  24-foot¬ 
wide  concrete  platform,  which 
would  make  it  about  8  feet  high  and 
12  feet  long.  Visitors  would  be  able 
to  walk  up  a  ramp  or  steps  to  the 
top  of  the  platform. 

The  sculpture,  which  would  be 
done  by  Elgin  sculptor  Dave  Pow¬ 
ers.  would  have  the  rendering  on 
both  sides  of  it  and  would  face  east 
and  west. 
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By  Tin i  Crosby 

I  STAFF  WRITER 

Efforts  toward  bringing  two  new 
summertime  events  to  Elgin  got 
I  boosts  Wednesday  night  as  the  city 
'  council  gave  an  initial  nod  to  both  a 
beer-and-food  festival  and  a  parade 
in  honor  of  one  the  city's  well- 
known  residents. 

In  the  bigger  of  the  two  events, 
two  local  downtown  businesses,  the 
Grand  Victoria  Casino  and  Prairie 
Rock  Brewing  Co.,  tentatively  have 
agreed  on  terms  for  a  three-day 
bre  -vfest  on  Prairie  Street  between 
South  Grove  and  Wellington  av¬ 
enues. 

At  the  same  time,  the  city  council 
voted  to  kick  in  $15,000  for  a  parade 
honoring  Elgin  sculptor  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  who  designed  several 
badges  and  medals  for  the  Army 
and  was  a  well-known  sculptor  and 
designer  of  commemorative  coins 
in  the  Chicago  area. 

Rovelstad,  who  designed  the 
Combat  Infantry  Badge  awarded  to 
soldiers  who  have  been  under 
enemy  Cre,  died  in  1990.  The  city's 
cultural  arts  commission  is  commit¬ 
ting  $15,000  to  erect  a  sculpture  of 
the  badge,  and  the  city  will  pay  the 
$15,000  for  the  parade.  Cultural  arts 
commission  members  also  will  try 
to  raise'  $15,000  in  donations  to  re¬ 
imburse  the  city  for  the  parade 
costs. 

The  brewfest,  which  officials 
hope  will  be  become  an  annual 
event  that  boosts  Elgin’s  appeal,  is 
set  tentatively  for  June  14-16. 

The  parade  for  Rovelstad,  which 
would  also  coincide  with  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  a  sculpture  of  his  most  fa¬ 
mous  Army  badge,  is  set  for  Sept.  7. 


Potential  roadblocks  still  remain 
for  both  the  brewfest  and  the  pa¬ 
rade,  however.  In  both  cases,  time 
is  short  for  planning  and  logistical 
preparation.  Also,  in  the  case  of  the 
brewfest,  the  city  must  wrestle  with 
whether  it  will  become  an  official 
sponsor  of  the  event,  which  could 
mean  incurring  potential  liability^ 
for  accidents. 

Casino  officials  initially  objected 
to  the  brewfest  because  they  were 

concerned  heavy  traffic  in  the  area 
adjacent  to  the  boat  would  inconve¬ 
nience  their  customers.  “Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  more  successful  the  fes¬ 
tival  is.  the  greater  the  impact  it  will 
have  on  the  Grand  Victoria  Casi¬ 
no,"  wrote  Jim  Thomason,  the  casi¬ 
no’s  general  manager,  in  a  letter  to 

❖  See  Fest  on  page  A7 


Fest 

❖  From  page  A 1 

Mayor  Kevin  Kelly  on  Tuesday.  "... 
We  are  happy  to  support  this 
newest  experiment  in  business  ex¬ 
pansion,  provided  that  the  traffic 
and  parking  issues  can  be  ad 
dressed.” 

Both  parties  agreed  Wednesday 
to  abide  by  the  recommendations  of 
a  traffic  study  that  will  find  ways  to 
alleviate  the  anticipated  crush  of  ve¬ 
hicles.  The  casino  will  pay  for  the 
study,  which  will  examine  place¬ 
ment  of  temporary  traffic  flow  signs, 
alternative  routes  and  parking 
areas.  _ 


“We  want  to  know  how  best  to  di¬ 
rect  people  into  the  casino  site  with¬ 
out  interference,"  said  Peter  Simon, 
a  senior  partner  in  the  company  that 
owns  the  Grand  Victoria  Casino. 

The  study  will  be  conducted  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  brew  pub,  which  opened  last 
year,  at  first  sought  a  large-scale  fes¬ 
tival  including  a  carnival  and/or 
fireworks  show.  But  the  logistics 
were  a  problem.  And  although  the 
city  owns  the  land  north  of  the  casi¬ 
no  where  organizers  originally 
hoped  to  hold  the  event,  it  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  casino,  which  object¬ 
ed 

Prairie  Rock  instead  pursued  a 
smaller  option  with  more  of  a  block- 
party  atmosphere. 
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CLUB  NEWS 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


In  a  recent  Rare  Coin  Review,  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  Richard  A.  Bacca  (R- 
1751,  CT)  was  quoted  as  saying,  “Over  the  past 
several  years  I  have  won  some  very  nice  awards 
for  my  coin  displays  and  all  because  of  the  special 
plastic  ‘Kingswood’  holders  I  bought  from  your 
company.  One  specific  display  has  also  brought 
me  much  additional  publicity— this  being  the  U.S. 

Commemorative  Coin  series.  Because  I  am  the 
District  Delegate  for  the  ANA  in  Connecticut  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Commemorative  Society 
(SUSCC),  I  am  often  asked  to  put  my  collection 
on  display  and  also  give  talks  on  various  pieces.” 

Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  has  completed  his  outstanding  work,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.— King  of  Coins.  The  book  is  priced  at  $62.50  plus  $5  shipping  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894-1224;  phone  800-222-5993.  Although  this  is  not  a 
“commemorative”  reference,  it  is  fascinating  reading  about  the  only  individual  who  actually  had  a 
complete  collection  of  every  date  and  mintmark  of  United  States  coins  from  the  first  1792  silver  half 
disme  (or  1793  chain  copper  cent)  down  to  the  coinage  of  modern  times.  Dave,  by  the  way,  was  a  guest 
on  the  “Today  Show”  April  23rd;  the  subject  discussed  was  the  famous  1933  Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold 
double  eagle  which  Uncle  Sam  had  seized. 

Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA)  and  Gail  Kraljevich  (R-2143,  PA)  will  be  serving  as  YN 
chaperones  for  the  ANA  Summer  Conference,  July  13-19,  1996,  on  the  beautiful  downtown  campus  of 
Colorado  College  in  Colorado  Springs.  The  conference  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  year’s 
numismatic  highlight.  Gail  has  been  doing  this  for  several  years,  but  this  summer  will  be  Helen’s 
first— but,  hopefully,  not  last— experience. 

The  Alameda  (CA)  Coin  club  has  three  of  its  four  primary  officers  who  are  Society  members: 
Gordon  Donnell  (R-2220,  CA)  is  president;  Michael  S.  Turrini  (LM-031,  CA)  is  vice  president;  and 
Charles  L.  “Chuck”  White  (R-2160,  CA)  is  treasurer.  Certainly,  the  club  will  flourish  under  such  fine 
leadership.  Gordon  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Liberty  Numismatic  Society;  Stan  is  president  of  the  Diablo 
Numismatic  Society  and  treasurer  of  the  Vallejo  Numismatic  Society;  and  Chuck  is  vice  president  of 
Liberty.  Needless  to  say,  all  are  in  California.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  club  offices  these  gentlemen 
hold!  ' 


A  very  worthwhile  20-page  brochure  was  recently  published  by  Steve  Estes  (R-0025,  OR). 
Steve’s  study  is  entitled  Commemorative  Silver  Coins  (1892-1954)  -  A  study  of  LUSTRE  within  the  series 
and  deals  with  that  single,  critical  aspect  of  commems.  Steve  undertook  this  project  because  he  believes, 
and  rightly  so,  that  lustre  is  poorly  understood  by  a  great  many  collectors.  As  he  notes,  “This  study 
doesn’t  claim  to  provide  the  final  word  on  commemorative  lustre,  but  is  intended  to  help  collectors 
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educate  themselves  about  this  complex,  elusive  quality.  The  presence,  absence,  or  quality  of  lustre  is  key 
to  picking  just  the  right  coin."  For  each  coin  Steve  lists  its  year  of  issue,  name,  designer,  types  of  lustre, 
and  various  comments.  Information  regarding  the  study  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  Steve  Estes,  P.N., 
Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  25509,  Portland,  OR  97298,  (503)  244-5057. 

The  Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  two  Society  members  as  officers: 

Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA)  is  president,  and  Gail  Kraljevich  (R-2143,  PA)  is  secretary. 

To  memorialize  his  third  (and  last!)  Los  Angeles  (CA)  Marathon  XI,  Phil  Iversen  (R-1243,  CA) 
issued  a  wooden  nickel  commemorating  his  crossing  the  finish  line  in  March.  Phil  said  he  is  retiring  due 
to  bad  knees— not  old  age! 

The  Long  Beach  (CA)  Coin  Club  has  one  of  SUSCC’s  most  supportive  members  as  its  vice 
president.  Roy  T.  Iwata  (R-0566,  CA)  is  a  dedicated  numismatist  and  constantly  strives  to  promote  our 
hobby. 


David  W.  Lange  (R-1779,  NJ)  will  be  the  instructor  of  “History  of  the  United  States  Mint”  at 
the  ANA  Summer  Conference,  July  13-19,  1996,  Colorado  Springs,  CO.  David,  by  the  way,  wrote  a 
very  interesting  letter  printed  in  the  April  8th  edition  of  Bowers  and  Merena’s  The  Coin  Collector  entitled 
“David  Lange  on  Movie  History.” 

j.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA)  will  be  one  of  two  speakers  at  4  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  15,  1996, 
at  the  Atlantic  Rarities  Coin  Exposition  educational  forum,  Baltimore  (MD)  Convention  Center.  J.  T.’s 
topic  will  be  “New  Cherries  to  Pick.”  He  also  will  be  the  instructor  of  “The  Modern  Minting  Process 
and  How  Errors  and  Varieties  are  Created”  at  the  ANA  Summer  Conference.  J.  T.  recently  sent  all 
ANA  clubs  a  complimentary  copy  of  his  Cherrypickers’  News,  which  is  receiving  rave  reviews  from 
variety  enthusiasts  on  newr  varieties,  up-to-date  facts  on  known  varieties,  and  accurate  pricing  information 
on  hundreds  of  popular  varieties.  Any  Society  members  who  are  interested  in  die  varieties  will  find 
Cherrypickers’  News  to  be  an  invaluable  source  of  information.  Subscription  rate  is  $19.50  for  six  issues 
in  the  U.  S.  only,  published  bi-monthly,  P.  O.  Box  15487,  Savannah,  GA  31416-2187. 

Also  hitting  the  lecture  circuit  will  be  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY).  In  July  he  will  be 
instructing  at  the  ANA  Summer  Conference  on  our  favorite  subject,  “U.  S.  Commemoratives.”  BE 
SURE  TO  SIGN  UP  NOW!  Tuition,  meals  and  lodging  are  only  $425  (double  occupancy)  or  $475 
(single  occupancy)  for  ANA  members.  Non-members’  cost  is  $100  higher  in  each  category,  so  why  not 
join  the  ANA  today  to  save  approximately  $70  for  this  memorable  week  of  numismatics?  Anthony  will 
also  be  speaking  at  the  Greater  Chicago  Coin  Expo  on  July  20th  and  at  the  ANA  Anniversary  Convention 
in  Denver  on  August  17th.  Anthony,  by  the  way,  generously  donated  the  first  coin  encapsulated  by 
Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America  (NGC)  with  the  new  American  Numismatic  Association 
(ANA)/NGC  logo  to  the  ANA’s  Money  Museum.  Very  importantly,  the  coin  is  an  MS-67  1946  Iowa 
Centennial  half  dollar!  According  to  NGC’s  Photo  Proof”  (a  four-page,  self-contained  folder  featuring 
high-quality  photographs  and  the  historical,  cultural,  and  artistic  background  of  the  piece  graded  and 
pictured),  the  specimen  displays  “absolutely  wonderful  toning”  and  is  a  “handsome  coin.  ..a  gem  of  the 
first  order.”  NGC  graders  declare  that  the  company  has  certified  only  five  examples  of  the  same  type 
of  coin  in  higher  grades  (as  of  April  19,  1996). 

Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY)  has  been  lecturing  at  most  recent  major  coin  conventions.  In 
addition,  Scott  will  also  be  joining  the  distinguished  group  of  instructors  at  the  ANA  Summer  Conference. 
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He  will  be  a  guest  speaker  during  “ ‘Supercourse’:  U.S.  Silver  and  Gold  Type  Coins  and  Dollars,”  the 
immensely  popular  class  conducted  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  TX)  and  Steele  Eunson  (LM-0004,  LA). 
Our  Society  is  certainly  fortunate  to  have  such  knowledgeable  numismatists  who  are  willing  to  share  their 
expertise  with  others!  One-Minute  Coin  Expert ,  by  Scott  A.  Travers,  an  award-winning  mass-market 
paperback,  will  be  released  by  Random  House  in  a  second  edition  this  June.  The  starter  kit  for  coin 
collectors  from  Random  House,  to  be  released  in  September,  will  contain  a  copy  of  the  One  Minute  book. 
The  Coin  Collector's  Survival  Manual ,  also  by  Scott,  will  be  released  in  a  revised  third  edition  in  August. 
Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY)  has  authored  a  special  section  about  commemorative  coins  in  the 
forthcoming  Random  House  title.  How  to  Make  Money  in  Coins  Right  Now,  by  Scott.  Anthony  has  also 
updated  the  commemorative  coin  values  in  the  Dell  mass-market  paperback.  The  Insider’s  Guide  to  U.S. 
Coin  Values  1996  (released  earlier  this  year).  Anthony  is  busy  updating  values  for  the  1997  edition. 
Now'  you  know  how  some  of  our  Society  members  spend  their  time!  For  information  regarding  these 
publications,  write  to  Scott  A.  Travers,  Box  1711,  F.D.R.  Station,  New  York,  NY  10150. 

Jerry  Yahalom  (R-1060,  CA),  wearing  his  many  numismatics  hats  as  a  club  officer,  exhibitor 
and  lecturer,  spoke  at  the  Glendale  (CA)  Coin  Club  on  April  12,  1996.  Mary  Yahalom  (R-1784,  CA), 
recently  elected  president  of  the  Glendale  (CA)  Coin  Club,  will  again  be  a  volunteer  at  the  ANA 
Anniversary  Convention  in  Denver,  registering  attendees  as  they  enter  the  show. 

*  *  * 

REMINDER 


Please  remember  to  submit  your  articles  on  disk  if  possible. 
As  I  work  with  an  IBM-compatible  computer  and  WordPerfect  5.1, 
perhaps  you  can  use  that  program  as  well.  If  not,  any  other  will  be 
totally  acceptable  as  long  as  l  am  able  to  read  the  disk. 

But  don 't  let  these  conditions  stop  you  from  writing  an  article. 
/  am  also  more  than  willing  to  work  from  a  hard  copy,  i.  e. ,  the 
printed  page. 


Now  all  you  need  are  time,  energy,  and  a  desire  to  see  your 
by-line  appear  in  our  journal! 

*  *  * 


THE  SOCIETY  NEEDS  YOUR  SERVICES 


As  noted  in  Jim  Dooley’s  report,  he  will  no  longer  be  able  to  serve  as  vice  president  after  the 
conclusion  of  our  club  year.  It  is  my  hope  our  other  current  officers  may  be  able  to  continue  in  their 
positions.  However,  in  the  next  journal  I  will  notify  the  membership  what  vacancies  have  occurred.  In 
the  past  we  have  had  officers  serve  a  second— or  even  a  third— term,  and  we  may  have  to  do  this  again. 
In  the  meantime,  if  your  schedule  permits  your  volunteering  any  services  at  all  for  the  1996-1998  term, 
please  write  or  telephone  me,  and  I  will  advise  you  what  duties  are  expected  of  each  officer.  My  address 
and  telephone  number  are  listed  on  page  2.  The  SUSCC  desperately  needs  your  support! 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


A  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individuals  who  joined  our 
club  since  the  publication  of  the  Fall/Winter  1995  issue  of  The  Trail. 
Thanks  to  all  Society  members  who  propose  new  members. 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and  all  of  us  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  recruit  new  members.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
Society. 


Dunn,  Frederick  D . 

Goetsch,  Andrew  . 

Henderson,  Michael  D. 
Petersen,  Thomas  C.  .. 
Spranger,  Martin  O.  ... 


Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 


ANA  SUMMER  CONFERENCE 

Sign  up  now  for  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  28th 
Annual  Summer  Conference,  July  13-19,  1996.  At  least  one  of  the  22 
courses  should  really  capture  your  interest—  “U.  S.  Commemoratives” 
with  instructor  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY).  You  will  journey 
along  the  commemorative  trail,  led  by  “Mr.  Commemorative”  himself, 
to  include:  History  of  commemoratives;  Walking  Liberty;  Half  dollars; 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold;  U.  S.  types,  silver  and  gold;  In-depth  toning 
study;  Effects  of  lighting  conditions;  Grading  and  grading  services; 
Impact  of  original  holders  on  coins;  Reading  reference  handouts;  Market 
cycles;  and  Status  of  U.  S.  commemoratives  in  1996.  Many  Society 
members  will  be  participating— including  your  editor.  Please  refer  to 
“Club  News”  (pages  38-40)  and  call  ANA  at  1-800-367-9723.  Do  it 
today!  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 
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SHOW  REPORT 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

ANA  Early  Spring  Convention  -  March  14-16,  1996 

This  three-day  event  made  numismatic  history.  For  the  first  time  since  1990,  when  scarce  coins 
were  initially  dropped  into  circulation  to  promote  an  ANA  convention,  someone  found  and  returned  one 
of  the  three  collectible  Lincoln  cents  put  into  the  Tucson  money  supply.  Both  dealers  and  collectors 
would  have  been  happier  had  the  attendance  figure  (3,125)  made  history!  There  is  nothing  better  than 
crowded  aisles  to  put  life  into  any  show.  Exhibits  were,  as  usual  for  an  ANA  convention,  excellent  and 
drew  the  attention  of  everyone  coming  into  the  bourse,  as  they  were  strategically  placed  just  inside  the 
entry  door.  Education  Director  James  Taylor  scheduled  first-rate  speakers  for  the  Numismatic 
Theatre— ANA  Governors  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA)  and  Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY)  and  ANA 
Vice  President  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY),  all  of  whom  are  Society  members.  The  ANA  auction, 
conducted  by  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  of  Dallas  [Steve  Ivy  (R-1126,  TX)  and  James  L.  Haiperin 
(R-1125,  TX)]  realized  approximately  $2.6  million.  Commem  trading  was  relatively  solid.  Some 
dealers’  comments  were  as  follows: 

“Dealers  and  collectors  were  actively  seeking  to  fill  want  lists.  Commems  in  the  $200-$4,000 
range  were  selling  well  if  they  had  eye  appeal.  Everyone  wants  the  65s— beautifully  toned  or  white.” 

“I  talked  with  dozens  of  customers  working  on  sets,  and  everybody  likes  the  price  levels  and  feels 
it  is  a  good  time  to  buy.  I  had  a  client  come  here  who  hasn’t  bought  commems  for  five  years  who  spent 
$9,000.” 


“My  inventory  used  to  be  50%  commems,  and  now  it  is  only  25%  because  they  are  coming  in 
and  selling  so  fast.” 

“There  is  a  lot  of  interest  in  commems,  but  inventories  are  very  low.  I  didn’t  find  a  lot  to  buy.” 

“I  had  at  least  two  customers  who  have  not  been  commem  buyers  show  up  to  buy  because  they 
thought  prices  were  too  cheap.  There  was  also  a  lot  of  interest  on  the  part  of  dealers  to  buy  commems 
because  they  also  agreed  prices  were  too  low.” 

“Commem  prices  have  to  go  up  to  bring  fresh  material  out.  All  major  commem  dealers  have  low 
inventories.” 


Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  were  as  follows: 


Alabama  . 

Alabama  2x2 . . 

Antietam  . 

Antietam  . 

Arkansas  (1935-D) 
Arkansas  (1935-S) 

Delaware  . 

Delaware  . 


PCGS  MS-64 
PCGS  MS-63 
NGC  MS-66 
PCGS  MS-66 
NGC  MS-65 
NGC  MS-64 
NGC  MS-65 
NGC  MS-66 


$  900.00 
...  650.00 
...  600.00 
...  700.00 
...  150.00 
...  115.00 
...  240.00 
1,100.00 
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Hawaiian  . 

Hudson . 

Lexington . 

Long  Island . 

Long  Island . 

Missouri  2*4  . 

Missouri  2*4  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1926) . . 

Oregon  Trail  (1926-S) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1936) . . 

Oregon  Trail  (1938  PDS  Set) 

Pilgrim  (1920) . 

Rhode  Island  PDS  Set . 

Texas  (1936  PDS  Set) . 

Texas  (1938  PDS  Set)  . 

Texas  (1938  PDS  Set)  . 

Wisconsin . 

York . 


NGC  MS-65  .  $3,450.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . 2,100.00 

NGC  MS-66 . 2,200.00 

NGC  MS-65  .  200.00 

PCGS  MS-66  .  1,100.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . 1,475.00 

NGC  MS-65  . 4,200.00 

PCGS  MS-65  .  200.00 

NGC  MS-66  .  255.00 

NGC  MS-66 .  210.00 

NGC  MS-66  .  750.00 

NGC  MS-65  .  400.00 

NGC  MS-65  .  550.00 

NGC  MS-65  .  325.00 

NGC  MS-65  .  675.00 

NGC  MS-66, 67, 67 . 4,000.00 

NGC  MS-66  .  200.00 

NGC  MS-66  .  165.00 


[Please  take  note  that  all  prices  reported  in  “Show  Reports”  for  commems  are  wholesale  prices  unless 
otherwise  noted.  When  this  material  is  offered  for  resale  at  the  retail  level,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
price  increases  of  from  15%  to  30%  for  the  most  common  items  to  much  higher  markups  for  truly  scarce 
or  esoteric  material.] 

*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Note:  1  was  unable  to  attend  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention  in  April 
because  my  mother  was  hospitalized.  Therefore,  there  is  no  “ Show  Report” for  that  event.) 

*  *  * 

THE  END  OF  THIS  TRAIL  AND  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  NEXT 

Another  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  has  come  to  an  end.  I  hope  you  have  found  the 
articles  to  be  informative,  entertaining,  and  helpful  in  your  study  of  U.  S.  commemorative  coins  and 
related  materials.  We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  some  of  today’s  leading  numismatic  authorities 
contributing  to  our  journal. 

The  summer  (and  final  issue  for  Club  Year  1995-1996)  edition  will  contain  articles  by  Steven  J. 
Devlin  (R-2001,  MI),  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA),  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY),  and  Michael  S. 
Turrini  (LM-031,  CA).  Why  not  add  your  by-line  to  this  illustrious  list? 

I  have  again  attempted  to  prepare  the  best  edition  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  I  possibly  could. 
(Frankly,  I  never  know  whether  any  particular  edition  “meets  the  test”  until  I  see  the  finished  product 
and  have  time  to  evaluate  it  as  impartially  as  I  able.)  This  issue  represents  a  great  deal  of  work— not  only 
on  my  part  but  on  the  part  of  everyone  who  submitted  material  to  be  published.  Of  course,  without  our 
publisher  and  proofreader,  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL),  it  would  not  be  possible  to  continue.  His 
assistance  is  invaluable  to  the  publication  and  accuracy  of  every  journal. 

Helen 
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Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U  S. 

Please  Print  or  TvDe 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M  l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

1  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  |  |  Adult  |  |  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00 per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  Q]  Adult  Q  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

State  Zip  Code 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20  00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of _ cash _ check. 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Check  one:  Adult  |  ]  Junior 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

